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District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as knowledgeable, skillful, 
and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a changing world. 

Core Beliefs 
We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to flourish 
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Philosophy 

 The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  Believing that our students deserve the best 
education, our curriculum is aligned to the most current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our scope 
and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently 
and at the university level, and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies for performance are 
differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which 
language arts literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common expectations that are rigorous and student centered, 
and teachers, who are most proximal to the children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

 To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this 
living document.  We will develop purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our curriculum and inform 
our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but 
specifically geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing current research-based methods and techniques that focus on 
student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the 
needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student and curricular growth.  Assessment will be 
multidimensional and developed according to student need. 
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Course Description 

Applicable New Jersey administrative codes provide that all identified students of limited English proficiency be enrolled in an ESL program.  In 
addition, the codes mandate a district student population may warrant providing bilingual education. Freehold Borough District falls within the 
mandate of those codes and therefore provides ESL instruction for some students and ESL/bilingual for others as required by law. That ESL bilingual 
program will consist of the following component parts: 
• Assessment 
• Curriculum and instruction 
• Proposed parent education component 

The Freehold Borough ESL Program is a developmental second-language program that teaches aural comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing in 
English using second-language teaching techniques, and incorporates the cultural aspects of the students’ experiences in their ESL instruction.  ESL 
instruction will be provided to students whose test scores fall below proficiency levels. Those identified as Port of Entry non-English speakers will 
receive ESL instruction two periods each day.  All others ESL students will receive one period of ESL instruction per day.  

In grades 3-8, students receive content instruction by a bilingual teacher in addition to ESL services. Bilingual education for qualified students will be 
received by way of the bilingual part time component, which is a program in which students are assigned to mainstream English program classes, but 

are scheduled daily for the developmental reading and mathematics instruction with a certified bilingual teacher.  Each student schedule will include up to 

two periods of bilingual instruction as determined by assessed need.  As students acquire enough English to meet the multiple exit criteria, they are 
mainstreamed into the general education classes. 

Student assessment in the ESL/Bilingual program serves three main purposes: 
 1. To determine initial placement in the program  
 2. To assess student progress  
 3. To determine readiness for exiting the program 

Curriculum Standards 
English Language Arts (CCSS) 

New Jersey English Language Proficiency Standards (NJELP) 
World-class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) 

Textbooks / Materials 
Inside (levels A-C) 

National Geographic 
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Introduction 

 Contemporary American education requires the preparation of all students including newcomers to the American education experience. English Language 

Learners may be immigrants, those seeking refuge from strife in their native countries, or native born Americans.  They may come to school with extensive formal 

education, or they may be academically delayed or illiterate in their first language. Such students arrive at schools with varying degrees of English proficiency.  

Some may not speak English at all; others may speak English but need assistance in other communication skills. 

 The Freehold Borough School District ESL/Bilingual Program seeks to provide the assistance needed for English Language Learners to meet National and 

New Jersey educational goals.  The program provides English Language Learners full access to the learning environment, the curriculum, special services, and 

assessment in a meaningful way.  

 The purpose of the ESL curriculum is to provide a bridge to general education for students within the program thereby enabling the student to join the 

educational mainstream.   Bilingual teachers provide the identical core content curriculum as that taught by general program teachers; the critical difference exists 

in the delivery of that curriculum by the teachers through use of the two languages and through significant accommodations in lesson planning, pacing and 

presentation. In addition, linguistic-cultural-experiential expansion, adaptation of assessment instruments and techniques and “sheltered” use of instructional texts 

and resources in both languages must be incorporated into daily instruction.  Bilingual instruction is generally provided through a transitional model.  

 The Freehold Borough School District ESL/Bilingual Program was developed to meet the NJELP (New Jersey English Language Proficiency Standards) 

and the WIDA Standards (World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment), and the CCSS (Common Core State Standards). Students enrolled in the ESL 

program (English as a Second Language) will be assessed annually with the ACCESS for ELLs language proficiency assessment to determine their English 

language proficiency.  

 This curriculum provides a vision of effective education by: 

 Including native-like levels of proficiency in English 

 Including the respect for and sharing of ESL students‟ native cultures in the classroom 

 Assuming the education of ESL students by all educational personnel 

 Calling for first-rate services and full access to those services by all students 

 Recognizing that knowledge of more than one language and culture is advantageous for all students 

Program Goal 
ESL 

English language learners (ELL) will learn to speak, read, and comprehend written and spoken English. 

Bilingual 

Students in the bilingual program will receive native-language support while receiving English language development.  
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Program Philosophy 

 The Freehold Borough ESL/Bilingual Program accelerates the acquisition of English through the use of thematic and topic based ESL curriculum.  

Themes are basic to learning language.  Topic related language and concepts are reinforced over a period of time to ensure their conceptualization and to provide 

an opportunity for students to increasingly be able to communicate their ideas on the topic. In this process, students develop all of the four language skills: 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Grade level topics from the major curriculum areas are reviewed and incorporated into the curriculum. The purpose is to 

develop academic language skill and provide for explicit instruction and learning strategies for both content and language acquisition.  

  The ESL curriculum outlines the format in which teachers are to develop strategies to enhance language development and grasping of key 

concepts related to a particular area of the curriculum. As students gain control over the new material, it is vital that they understand how to transfer this 

knowledge and understanding to other areas of the curriculum and to life in general.  

 Teachers are encouraged to use cooperative learning strategies to give students opportunities to work in groups to share what they know, learn new 

information and skills, and develop healthy social skills.  At the same time the multilevel nature of the ESL classroom strongly suggests that teachers differentiate 

instruction in a manner that acknowledges students differences and English language and content attainment. 

 

Program entry and exit 

  All new students registering in the district his native language is other than English must be assessed for appropriate placement in either the general or 

ESL/bilingual program. Freehold Borough schools will use multiple indicators, as specified in code NJAC 6A: 15–1.3 (c) and 6A:15-1.10 (b) to determine which 

students need English as a Second Language ESL and/or bilingual program support and which students can function independently in a monolingual English 

classroom. These indicators will be used for both identification of English language learners and for determining readiness to exit from the ESL/Bilingual services.  

As recommended by the New Jersey Department of Education the following procedures will be followed: 

1. Identification of the students‟ first language and the families use of the language from parental or guardian input on the home language survey that is completed 

during registration 

2. English-language proficiency assessment by means of a New Jersey Department of Education approved test in English to determine appropriate placement 

based on NJDOE established norms for each grade  

3. After the student has been identified as English language learner, the parents or guardians are notified of the results and requested to sign a form indicating 

whether they wish they child to receive services from the Bilingual program or the General program. Based on the above criteria, initial placement of the student in 

the ESL/Bilingual program will be determined through the administration of the Idea Proficiency Test (IPT), Ballard and Tighe publishers. The ESL/bilingual 

teacher will use test results as they relate IPT designations to determine program placement. 
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Curriculum Alignment to the WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards 
 

 The Freehold Borough curriculum is aligned to the WIDA standards and the philosophy behind the standards is woven into the new curriculum. The 

WIDA Standards are aligned to the state academic content standard as well as to the TESOL Standards 

http://www.wida.us/standards/Resource_Guide_web.pdf.  

 

 The New Jersey Bilingual Code has adopted the WIDA Standards as the benchmark for English Language Proficiency (ELP). Therefore, the 

Freehold Borough teachers should exhibit knowledge and be familiar with the WIDA standards in order to build the content of their lesson plans.  

 

 The Freehold Borough ESL teachers will refer to the WIDA Standards and grade level clusters depending on the grade levels they are teaching. The 

ESL teachers will also connect the content of their lessons to the five WIDA content standards:  

 
WIDA Standards for English Language Proficiency 

Standard 1: English language learners communicate in English for SOCIAL & INSTRUCTIONAL purposes within the school setting. 

Standard 2: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of LANGUAGE ARTS. 

Standard 3: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of MATHEMATICS. 

Standard 4: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of SCIENCE. 

Standard 5: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of SOCIAL STUDIES. 

Domain: LISTENING - process, understand, interpret, and evaluate spoken language in a variety of situations 

Domain: SPEAKING - engage in oral communication in a variety of situations for a variety of purposes and audiences 

Domain: READING - process, interpret, and evaluate written language, symbols, and text with understanding and fluency 

Domain: WRITING - engage in written communication in a variety of forms for a variety of purposes and audiences 

 
 A complete copy of the WIDA standards may be found at www.wida.us and a complete set of the NJ Core 

Curriculum Content Standards may be found at: http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/  The WIDA Standards will support the Freehold Borough ESL teachers 

in the development of ongoing formal and informal assessments.  

 The WIDA CAN DO Descriptors will provide the Freehold Borough ESL teachers with a starting point and a baseline to work with ELLs, as well 

as to help guide content area teachers in their expectations for student performance. Content area teachers should participate in professional development to 

gain familiarity with the framework of the standards. The CAN DO Descriptors are designed for the entire preK-12 spectrum. They are generalized across 

grade spans so teachers should be aware of the variability and differences between these spans and adjust their expectations accordingly.  

http://www.wida.us/standards/RG_CAN%20DO%20Descriptors.pdf.  

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/
http://www.wida.us/standards/RG_CAN%20DO%20Descriptors.pdf
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Performance Definitions for the Levels of English Language Proficiency 
 

At the given level of English language proficiency, English language learners will process, understand, produce, or use: 
 
6 Reaching 

 

 sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in extended oral or written discourse as required by the specified grade level 

 

 
5 Bridging 

 technical language of the content areas; 

ays, or reports; 

proficient peers when presented with grade level material 

 
4 Expanding 

 

 

r written language with minimal phonological, syntactic, or semantic errors that do not impede the overall meaning of the communication when presented 

with oral or written connected discourse with occasional visual and graphic support 

 
3 Developing 

al and some specific language of the content areas; 

 

 of its meaning when presented 

with oral or written, narrative or expository description with occasional visual and graphic support 

 
2 Beginning 

 

 

yntactic, or semantic errors that often impede the meaning of the communication   when presented with one to 

multiple-step commands, directions, questions, or a series of statements with visual and graphic support 

 
1 Entering 

ntation of the language of the content areas; 

-step commands, directions, WH questions, or statements   with visual and graphic support 
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ESL Methods and Techniques 
 

 Using this curriculum guide as a base, the ESL teacher in the role of decision maker, selects the specific method or technique best suited to reach a 

particular objective. The teacher uses an eclectic approach, drawing upon his or her experience and knowledge of teaching and learning while responding to 

the English language level of the students and their immediate social and academic needs. ESL teachers are sensitive to the differences between what the 

students are taught and what the students bring to class, so that lessons and teaching methods are student-centered, based on each student‟s individual 

English language needs.  

 

Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP):  
 

 The Freehold Borough ESL teachers are using the teaching methods inspired by the SIOP Model. SIOP is an instructional framework under which 

the teacher utilizes effective instructional approaches, such as cooperative learning and differentiated instruction, to support content area instruction and 

English language learning. SIOP is derived from Sheltered Instruction (SI), which is an approach for teaching grade-level content to English learners in 

ways that make the subject matter understandable by providing comprehensible input. Teachers scaffold instruction to aid student understanding of content 

topics and objectives by adjusting their speech and instructional tasks. The SIOP approach enables students to access the necessary academic vocabulary 

and build background knowledge to meet the objectives of the mainstream class according to their language ability.  

 

 The SIOP Model is an effective tool to assist mainstream teachers with teaching ELLs. The key concepts of the SIOP model begin with determining 

what content area key concepts and vocabulary the ELLs need. Then teachers can begin building background and making the content comprehensible. The 

SIOP model gives teachers a lesson-planning framework, so that mainstream and ESL teachers are working collaboratively to support ELLs.  

 

Cooperative Learning:  
 

Throughout the school year, cooperative learning activities give students opportunities to work in groups and share their knowledge. These learning 

activities are characterized by three components: positive interdependence, individual accountability, and face-to-face interaction. Cooperative learning 

helps ELLs develop social and oral language skills. It motivates ELLs to learn English, which helps them become an integral part of the class community.  
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Differentiated Instruction The Freehold Borough ESL Curriculum strives to implement differentiated instruction in order to meet the WIDA standards. 

Students must have access to a variety of scaffolded and leveled materials that enable them to learn the same topics being taught in the mainstream 

classroom. Texts, computer resources and assessments are modified as needed.  
 

Thematic Approach:  
 

The Freehold Borough ESL teachers should include topics or themes into their lesson planning that incorporate the WIDA Standards. Topic or 

theme-related language and concepts may be spiraled over a period of time, ensuring their conceptualization. Students are continually expected to 

communicate in all four language domains: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  

 

Total Physical Response (TPR)  
 
ESL teachers in the lower grades are encouraged to scaffold or support language through the use of TPR.  In order to provide comprehensible input to K-1 

students, the ESL teacher gives a command for single action word or phrase such as "jump" or "point to your eye" and then demonstrates the action.  This 

method is effective with entry-level students as it provides direct and visual instruction  
 

Technology:  
 
The use of technology can play an integral part in providing ELLs with valuable language experiences as they learn a new language. ESL teachers should 

offer English language learners a language-rich environment in which students are constantly engaged in language activities. Technology can act as a tool 

to increase verbal exchanges, develop content area vocabulary and improve reading and writing skills.  

 

 



Freehold Borough Public Schools 
ESL Curriculum 

Grades 3-8 
 

       12 

 



Freehold Borough Public Schools 
ESL Curriculum 

Grades 3-8 
 

       13 

Recommended Teaching Strategies Checklist for ELLs by English Language Proficiency Levels 

 

 ELP Level 1 – Beginner 
 ELP Level 2 – Early-Intermediate 
 ELP Level 3 – Intermediate 
 ELP Level 4 – Early-Advanced 
 ELP Level 5 - Advanced 

 

Teaching Strategy 1 2 3 4 5 

□ Display content and language objectives 

□ Use manipulatives, visuals, realia, props, games, hands-on activities 

□ Create climate of acceptance/respect that supports acculturation 

□ Use cooperative learning groups 

□ Require physical response to check comprehension 

□ Display print to support oral language 

□ Model activities for students 

□ Make connections across curriculum and interdisciplinary 

□ Use modified speech, gestures, body language, facial expressions 

□ Ask yes/no questions or questions that require a one-word answer 

□ Ask students to show/point/draw 

□ Teach content area vocabulary/terminology and display it (word walls) 

□ Provide and teach how to use (bilingual) dictionaries 

□ Provide and show how to use a picture dictionary 

□ Use other (bilingual) students as peer helpers 

□ Secure the support of a (bilingual) EA 

□ Secure a Spanish-language edition of a textbook if available 

□ Encourage responses in student‟s first language 

□ Simplify language/not content 

□ Design lessons to motivate students to talk and interact meaningfully 

□ Ask students questions that require one/two word responses: who?, what?, which 

one?, how many? 

□ Focus on expanding students‟ vocabulary (word parts; Greek and Latin) 

□ Avoid using idiomatic expressions 

□ List and review instructions step by step, check comprehension 

□ Build on students prior knowledge and connect to their experiences/ culture 

□ Incorporate more reading and writing 

□ Engage students in producing language such as describing, retelling, comparing, 
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contrasting, summarizing, graphs, charts, diagrams, creating rebuses 

□ Paraphrase, use synonyms, antonyms, cognates 

□ Provide sentence frames and sentence starters 

□ Have students brainstorm, list, web, use various graphic organizers 

□ Ask questions soliciting opinions, judgment, explanation (more “why” and “how” 

questions) 

□ Introduce figurative language 

□ Develop academic language (oral and written) 

□ Incorporate note-taking skills 

□ Develop study and organization skills (ISN, binders, calendars) 

□ Teach and practice test-taking skills 

□ Demonstrate how to verify answers (oral and written) 

□ Expand figurative language (idioms) 

□ Adjust your formative assessment strategies 

□ Use accommodations for work samples as appropriate 

□ Gradually release responsibility – “I Do – We Do – You Do” 

□ Chunk text with summarization 
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Grades 3-5 
In order to meet the objectives described in the Grades 3-5 ESL Curriculum, teachers will design thematic units and daily lesson plans using culturally authentic materials that are 

appropriate to the students' age, abilities and interests. Teacher selected materials should explore cultural diversity and multiple perspectives. Teachers should strive to access rich, 

cross-content materials, and provide opportunities for students to research, organize, and communicate in the target language using technology. Activities in the target language 

should foster purposeful and meaningful communication that relates to relevant, real-world situations.   

Curriculum Overview: Grades 3-5 ELP Levels 1-5 

I. All About Me? II. Our World III. The Wonderful World of Nature 
The School Environment:  
The school building, people, rules, procedures, 

classroom objects, routines 

The Human Body: appearance, senses, 

feelings, personal information, body parts and 

systems 

Interests & Abilities: personality, talents, 

sports, pastimes 

Home, Family & Friends: house, room 

furnishings, prepositions of location, family 

titles, occupations, expressing age, school and 

home chores and responsibilities 

Celebrations: food, customs, traditions, 

culture, L1 heritage (facts about L1 country: 

location, size, climate, cultural comparisons, 

etc. 

Single and plural nouns 

Pronouns 

Present tense of regular verbs 

Subject verb agreement 

Basic Punctuation 

Parts of a text 

Telling Time 

Writing numbers 

Writing the date 

 

The USA: history topics include Native Americans, 

European explorations, the Colonial Period, etc.  

Geography: the states, regions, geographical land 

features. Immigration. 

The Earth: Earth materials, geological forms and 

their formative process, states of matter, weather and 

climate.  

Space: Space exploration: astronomy, related 

equipment, astronauts, rockets, space shuttles. The 

solar system and its characteristics. Stars, 

constellations and galaxies.  

Antonyms 

Synonyms 

Question forms 

Geographic vocabulary 

Environmental vocabulary 

Compound words 

Phrasal verbs 

Making comparisons 

Previewing texts 

Drawing conclusions 

Cause and effect 

Question format 

Reading informational text 

Writing a journal entry or personal narrative 

Plants: parts of plants, products derived from plants, 

life cycle of a plant 

 

Farm Life: Animals, objects /tools found on farms, 

stages from planting to harvest and market, Animal 

products (food, clothing, etc. ) 

Insects: vocabulary of features and characteristics, 

behaviors, products.  

Animals: name, features and characteristics, 

classifications, movement and behavior, survival 

skills. Animals as represented in both informational 

and narrative texts.  

Balance of Nature: Habitats, biomes, and 

ecosystems. Food chains, life cycle terminology.  

Conservation and recycling.  

Regular and irregular comparatives 

Word analysis skills 

Common affixes 

Question format 

Chronological order 

Adverbs 

Positive and negative sentences 

From sentence to paragraph 

Making inferences 

Finding the main idea 

Reading and creating diagrams for explaining a process 
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Grades 3-5 ESL Beginner (ELP 1 –Entering) 

 The curriculum for Grades 3-5  ESL Beginners ELP 1 - Entering is designed to meet the needs of novice level English language speakers, new to the United States.  

Students at Proficiency level 1 communicate both non-verbally and at the word level at this stage in their language acquisition.  

Grades 3-5 ESL  Beginner (ELP 1) 
Sample Themes Understandings Essential Questions Language Needed 

All About Me provides a balanced focus on 

both social and instructional language across 
the curriculum. The example topics and genres 

are derived from the WIDA English Language 
Proficiency Standards. Key topics include:  

The School Environment:  
The school building, people, rules, procedures, 
classroom objects, routines 

The Human Body: appearance, senses, 

feelings, personal information, body parts and 
systems 

Interests & Abilities: personality, talents, 

sports, pastimes 

Home, Family & Friends: house, room 

furnishings, prepositions of location, family 

titles, occupations, expressing age, school and 
home chores and responsibilities 

Celebrations: food, customs, traditions, 

culture, L1 heritage (facts about L1 country: 
location, size, climate, cultural comparisons, 

etc. 

 

Language is a multi-faceted, multi-

layered system of communication. 
 

 
Language learning involves taking 

risks and learning from one‟s 

mistakes. 

 

What language will I need to successfully 

communicate in my new home and school in the 
United States? 

 
What do I need to know to help me communicate 

my needs? 

 
When do mistakes interfere with 

communication? 

 
Who am I and what is my place in the world? 

Vocabulary Usage 
General content-related words.  
 

Everyday social and instructional words and 
expressions. 

 

Language Forms and Conventions 
With instructional support, ELL‟s will comprehend 

and produce simple grammatical constructions (e.g., 

commands, WH- questions, declaratives) 
 

Students will employ phrase level grammatical 

structures. 
 

Students will use phrasal patterns associated with 

common social and instructional situations. 

 
Discourse Complexity 
At the level one proficiency level, ELL‟s will begin 
by producing communication nonverbally, as well 

as through the use of words, phrases or chunks of 

language. As students move toward the next level of 
proficiency, they will begin using short sentences or 

phrases as their ability to express ideas in the target 

language emerges.   
 

At the level one proficiency level, ELL‟s will 

comprehend single statements or questions, working 

to identify and idea within chunks of language. As 

students move towards higher proficiency, they will 

begin to comprehend multiple related single 
sentences and ideas with details.  
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Grades 3-5 ESL Beginners (ELP 1 –Entering) 
Common Core State Standards Student Learning Objectives 

Language: 
Conventions of Standard English  (L.K-5.1-2) 

 

Knowledge of Language (L.K-5.3) 

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: 

(Comprehension strategies) (L.K-5.4) 

Vocabulary acquisition and use  (L.K-8.5) 

 

Vocabulary acquisition and use (application) (L.K-5.6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognize and reproduce the complete alphabet using both upper and lower case 

letters. 

 

Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs, form regular and irregular plural 

forms of nouns.  

 

Understand and use interrogatives and frequently occurring prepositions.  

 

Communicate in words, phrases and complete sentences using the target 

language.  

 

Recognize, name and correctly employ end punctuation marks.   

 

Capitalize the first word of a sentence and the pronoun I.  

 

Capitalize the names of people, holidays, product names, and geographic names.  

 

Use memorization, phonetics and knowledge of sound/letter relationships to 

spell words correctly.   

 

Read high frequency words by sight.  

 

With guidance and support from teachers, demonstrate understanding of word 

relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the 

concepts the categories represent. 

b. Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a 

bird that swims; a tiger is a large cat with stripes). 

c. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at 

home that are cozy). 

d. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, 

peek, glance, stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in intensity (e.g., 

large, gigantic) by defining or choosing them or by acting out the meanings. 

Speaking and Listening:  
Comprehension and collaboration 

SL.K-5.1   

SL.K-5.2   

SL.K-5.3  

Follow oral directions according to simple commands using manipulatives or 

real-life objects   (e.g., point to your head). 

 

Follow along in role play activities described orally. 
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Presentation of knowledge and ideas 

SL.K-5.4   

SL.K-5.5  

SL.K-5.6  

 

Explore movement of real-life objects by following oral commands and 

modeling (e.g., “Push the ball. Watch it move. Make it stop.”). 

 

Identify ideas, actions or objects related to self from pictures and oral 

statements. 

 

Match oral statements from narrative or expository material to their illustrated 

representations. 

 

Repeat new language related to story pictures modeled by teachers. 

 

Name story elements depicted visually. 

 

Name body parts and associate them with senses and physical actions (e.g., 

eyes-see, nose-smells, fingers – touch). 

 

Identify signs around neighborhood from oral commands and pictures or field 

trips (e.g., traffic lights, schools or railroad crossings). 

 

Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or 

through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and 

requesting clarification if something is not understood. 

 

Identify historical information from timelines, charts or maps from other visuals 

and oral directions. 

 

Ask and answer questions for clarification or to resolve problems. 

 

Participate in full class, group, or pair discussions. 

 

Answer yes/no or choice questions about likes or dislikes (e.g., Do you like to 

swim?). 

 

Express needs. 

 

Identify fractional/percent parts in pictures/realia from oral statements. 

 

Classify foods from realia, magazines, or newspapers following oral directions. 

 

Locate and show places using visual support such as maps or globes (e.g., “Here 

is Poland.”) with a partner. 
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Use language acquired through classroom instruction for real life 

communication.  

 

Students will describe themselves and their thoughts and feelings using both 

comprehensible spoken and written English.   

 

Provide identifying information that involves real-world numbers (e.g., age, 

address, or telephone number to a peer). 

 

Tell classroom or school rules based on gestures or modeling (e.g., “Sit down.”) 

in small groups. 

 

 Ask for assistance with a task. 

 

Use new vocabulary from literature, content areas, and classroom experiences. 

Shade or color graphs according to oral commands modeled by a teacher (e.g., 

“Here is a graph.  Color this bar red.” 

 

Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems that demonstrate fluid 

reading at an understandable pace; add visual displays when appropriate to 

emphasize or enhance certain facts/details.  

 
Reading (Foundational Skills):  
Print concepts  

RF.K-5.1 

Phonological Awareness  

RF.K-5.2 

Phonics and Word Recognitions  

RF.K-5.3 

Fluency  

RF.K-5.4 

 

 

Recognize and reproduce the complete alphabet using both upper and lower case 

letters. 

 

Associate letter sounds (at beginning, middle, or end of words) with familiar 

pictures in context.  

 

Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

a. Recognize and produce rhyming words. 

b. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words. 

 

Match voice to print by pointing to icons, letters, or illustrated words. 

 

Use memorization, phonetics and knowledge of sound/letter relationships to 

spell words correctly.   

 

Read high frequency words by sight.  
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Identify all kind of foods from photographs, graphs, or charts with labels and 

select them to makes posters from magazine pictures. 

 

Categorize vocabulary with classifications such as parts of speech, synonyms, 

antonyms, etc.  

 

Distinguish shades and nuances of meaning between words with similar 

meanings. 

 

Reading Informational Text 
Key Ideas and Details 

RI.K-5.1  

RI.K-5.2  

RI.K-5.3  

 

Craft and structure 

RI.K-5.4  

RI.K-5.5  

RI.K-5.6  

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

RI.K-5.7  

RI.K-5.8  

RI.K-5.9  

RI.K-5.10  

 

 

Recognize and reproduce the complete alphabet using both upper and lower case 

letters. 

 

Associate letter sounds (at beginning, middle, or end of words) with familiar 

pictures in context.  

 

Know and apply basic phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

• Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences by 

producing the primary sound or many of the most frequent sounds for 

each consonant.  

• Associate the long and short sounds with common spellings (graphemes) for 

the five major vowels.  

• Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, 

is, are, do, does).  

• Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the 

letters that differ.  

Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

a. Recognize and produce rhyming words. 

b. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words. 

 

Match voice to print by pointing to icons, letters, or illustrated words 

 

Use memorization, phonetics and knowledge of sound/letter relationships to 

spell words correctly.  Read high frequency words by sight.  

 

Identify all kind of foods from photographs, graphs, or charts with labels and 

select them to makes posters from magazine pictures. 
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Categorize vocabulary with classifications such as parts of speech, synonyms, 

antonyms, etc.  

 

Distinguish shades and nuances of meaning between words with similar 

meanings. 

 

Read proficiency level appropriate texts with purpose and understanding. 

 

Reading Literature 
Key ideas and details 

RL.K-5 

RL.K-5.1  

RL.K-5.2  

RL.K-5.3  

 

Craft and Structure 

RL. K-5.4  

RL.K-5.5  

RL.K-5.6   

 

Integration of Knowledge and Details 

RL.K-5.7  

RL.K-5.9  

 

Range of Reading and text complexity  

RL.K-5.10 

Match illustrations (icons and pictures) to target vocabulary items. 

 

With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a 

text. 

 

With prompting and support, students will read proficiency level appropriate 

literature and demonstrate the ability to name the title, author, give setting, name 

characters, identify major events, and ask/answer about key details in a text.  

 

Read simple texts, both fiction and non-fiction, with fluency that is appropriate 

with proficiency level.   

 

Demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of punctuation marks while 

reading aloud.  

 

Students will retell and summarize stories they have read.  

 

Students will compare stories and make connections with their own experiences. 

 

With appropriate prompting and support, students will describe the relationship 

between text and images (illustrations, charts, etc.) the information that is 

conveyed.  

 

Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 

 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry, at a level of text complexity congruent with their 

proficiency level independently and proficiently. 
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Writing 
Text types and purposes 

W.K-5.1  

W.K-5.2  

W.K-5.3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Production and Distribution 

W.K-5.4  

W.K-5.5  

W.K-5.6  

 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

W.K-5.7  

W.K-5.8  

W.K-5.9  

Trace, copy or produce words about target thematic vocabulary using models 

and pictures. 

 

Illustrate and label whole numbers from graphs or visuals and word banks (such 

as from 1-100). 

 

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces 

in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing 

about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My 

favorite book is...). 

 

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 

informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about 

and supply some information about the topic.  

 

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or 

several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they 

occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.  

With support from teachers, use technology to produce and publish writing 

(using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others.  

 

Reproduce illustrated word pairs by families (e.g., cat, hat). 

 

Write a descriptive piece, such as a description of a person, place or object. 

 

Reproduce or label symbols or logos for food in a supermarket.  

 

Label food groups based on charts or diagrams. 

 

Reproduce words and phrases related to social studies content from labeled 

timelines or visually supported headlines. 

 

Label fractional or percent parts of diagrams or realia from number word banks. 

 

 

Students will use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a 

single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in 

which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 

 

Develop a collection of writing (e.g. portfolio or literacy folder). 
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Grades 3-5 ESL Beginners (ELP 1 –Entering) Sample Assessment & Instructional Activities 

• Short Quizzes 

• Participation in TPR activities  

• One sentence summaries  

• Teacher observations 

• Group Work Updates  

• Idea Webs 

• Daily Do Now Review Questions 

• Brainstorming Contribution  

• Exit Questions  

• Dialog/Reflective Journals 

• Erasable Board Messages  

• Individual Conferences  

• KWL charts 

 

 

 

 Respond to greetings/ farewells, participate in TPR activities 

 Practice and participate in finger and song plays that help to illustrate vocabulary meaning 

 Identify the letters of the alphabet, identify the names of vowels and consonants 

 Pantomime short scenes illustrating feelings; peers guess the feelings. 

 Fill out a form with your personal information (Name, address, phone number, etc.)  

 Draw a picture of a family (or family tree) and label the family members 

 Listen to identify (and write) names of classroom objects. Create a labeled poster of classroom objects 

 Draw and describe the map of the school and/or classroom and describe it to their peers 

 Listen to a dictated number and express it in numerical form, including fractional numbers and percentages 

 Find out the average temperatures in various countries (your or your peer heritage countries); mark them on 

a chart and label. 

 Listen and demonstrate comprehension of stories read aloud 

 Create an engaging audio recording demonstrating your ability to read a poem or short text fluidly. 

 Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast people or things. 

 Compare and contrast two characters from a story or stories that you have read. 

 Create a chart that lists classroom chores and responsibilities 

 Draw a map from school to your home.  Identify and show community places. 

 Talk about things that you like to do 

 Identify the correct classroom supplies needed for a specific project or activity 

 Retell a story (beginning, middle end) after listening to or reading a story 

 Listen to a video about family members and complete a Venn diagram using phrase strips 

 Collaborate with a partner to give an oral presentation describing holiday customs and traditions 

 Name and identify different types of sports and pastimes 

 Re-state math problems with visual support 

 Design a family tree and use it in an oral presentation about your family 

 Describe or draw various geometric shapes as directed 

 Name and describe the five senses. Create an info-graphic on this topic. 

 Explain in the words the information relayed in a bar graph and/or pie chart.  

 Create a timeline showing several important events in a historical person‟s life. 

 Explain change (e.g., growth in plants and animals, in seasons, in self, or characters and in literature) using 

captioned illustrations 

 Clarify comprehension of a text passage by sequencing picture cards and providing oral and/or written 

narrative at the word and phrase level.  
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Sample Lesson Planning  

WIDA Standards 
Theme I All About Me 

Grades 3-5 ELP 1  
Sample Activities & Assessments 

WIDA Standard 1: 
Social and instructional Language: alphabet, numbers, days, weeks, months, 

colors, shapes, time telling 

 

Instructional: the school environment: classroom objects, routines, commands, 

general content related words 

 

Self: body parts, clothing, people, family, foods, seasons, weather 

 
WIDA Standard 2: 
Language of Language arts: parts of speech, word classification and study, 

parts of text, genres, etc.  

 

WIDA Standard 3 
Language of Math: numbers used in authentic contexts (telephone numbers, 

address) cardinal and ordinal numbers, operational vocabulary, word problems, 

money, info graphics and visual literacy. 

 

WIDA Standard 4 
Language of Science: Body parts, senses, healthy foods and habits 

 
WIDA Standard 5 
Language of Social Studies: people and places in the community, geographic 

terms, info graphics, cross-cultural comparison 

 Answer survey questions about your favorite sport, food, etc.; collect 

data as a class; use models to calculate fractions/percentages and to 

fill in a chart; label the chart. 

 Categorize foods by reading labels on food containers; make a poster 

to illustrate the food groups. 

 Create a poster to illustrate foods and customs for major holidays 

celebrated by your family. 

 Find out the average temperatures in various countries (yours or your 

peer heritage countries); mark them on a chart and label. 

 Pantomime short scenes illustrating feelings; peers guess the feelings. 
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WIDA Standards 
Theme II Our World 

Grades 3-5 ELP 1  
Sample Activities & Assessments 

WIDA Standard 1: 
Social and instructional: the language of health and safety, rules and 

procedures at school and in the community.  

 
WIDA Standard 2: 
Language of Language arts: describing textual features and their meanings, 

punctuation and meaning, literary devices, text genres 

 

WIDA Standard 3 
Language of Math: describing shapes, mathematical procedures, place value, 

digits 

 

WIDA Standard 4 
Language of Science: weather, geologic forms, Earth materials, the solar 

system, constellations, stars, galaxies 

 

WIDA Standard 5 
Language of Social Studies:  Native Americans, European explorations, the 

Colonial Period, U.S. states, regions, geographical land features. Immigration. 

 Select illustrations of unusual natural features; draw their pictures; 

label and post on bulletin board. 

 Make a map of local services: copy the outline of town on paper; take 

a field trip or use a phonebook to find the services; mark locations 

and label the services on the map. 

 Make a diorama of a gold rush town based on illustrated text or a 

movie. 

 Make journal picture entries of a European explorer coming to 

America or a pioneer traveling west.  

 Create a solar system poster; label planets, their size and distance 

from the sun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WIDA Standards 
Theme III The Wonderful World of Nature 

Grades 3-5 ELP 1  
Sample Activities & Assessments 

WIDA Standard 1: 
Social and instructional : expressing preferences, wishes, and opinions 

 

WIDA Standard 2: 
Language of Language arts: folktales and myths, adjectives & adverbs, 

research, making predictions, fact vs. opinion,  proof-reading and revision 

 

WIDA Standard 3 
Language of Math: patterns, functions of common math symbols, describing a 

step by step mathematical procedure WIDA Standard 4 

Language of Science: the features of plants. Plant and animal products, 

Animals and Insects (features and characteristics), recycling 

 

WIDA Standard 5 
Language of Social Studies: Farm life, Rural & Urban, Conservation of natural 

resources, recycling 

 

 Create a diorama showing plants, insects, animals in their native habitat. 

 Plant seeds and track plant growth. 

 Make poster of products that come from farms. 

 Create word wall or bulletin board around a topic related to plants, insects, 

animals. 

 Make a mobile of plants, insects, animals to showcase a certain habitat 

(desert, rainforest, etc.) 

 Take a field trip to a farm, garden or zoo. 

 Use encyclopedia or websites to find and graph heights and/or weights of 

animals. 

 Sing traditional songs: Old McDonald Had a Farm, The Green Grass 

Grew All Around, The Farmer in the Dell, etc. 
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Grades 3-5 ESL Intermediate (ELP Levels 2-3) 

 The curriculum for Grades 3-5 Intermediate ESL is designed to meet the needs of intermediate level students (i.e., ELLs at the second and third proficiency levels). 

Students at this level of proficiency are moving from word level communication to communicating in simple and expanded sentences that will increase in complexity as language 

acquisition continues. This course will enable ELLs to communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for success across the content areas. 

Grades 3-5 ESL Intermediate (ELP Levels 2-3) 
Sample Themes Understandings Essential Questions Language Needed 

All About Me provides a balanced focus on 

both social and instructional language across 

the curriculum. The example topics and genres 
are derived from the WIDA English Language 

Proficiency Standards. Key topics include:  

The School Environment:  
The school building, people, rules, procedures, 

classroom objects, routines 

The Human Body: appearance, senses, 
feelings, personal information, body parts and 

systems 

Interests & Abilities: personality, talents, 
sports, pastimes 

Home, Family & Friends: house, room 

furnishings, prepositions of location, family 
titles, occupations, expressing age, school and 

home chores and responsibilities 

Celebrations: food, customs, traditions, 
culture, L1 heritage (facts about L1 country: 

location, size, climate, cultural comparisons, 

etc. 
 

Language is a multi-faceted, multi-

layered system of communication. 

 
 

Language learning involves taking 

risks and learning from one‟s 
mistakes. 

 

What language will I need to successfully 

communicate in my new home and school in the 

United States? 
 

What do I need to know to help me communicate 

my needs? 
 

When do mistakes interfere with 

communication? 
 

Who am I and what is my place in the world? 

Vocabulary Usage 
At levels 2-3 proficiency, students will  

move from communicating with single words and 
set phrases, to using phrases and short sentences. As 

proficiency increases these simple sentences will 

expand to show emerging complexity and a greater 
use of detail.  

 

At levels 2-3, students will move beyond the use of 
high frequency vocabulary, to employ general 

language related to the content area. Vocabulary 

usage will display great specificity as proficiency 
increases.  

 

Language Forms and Conventions 
At levels 2-3 proficiency, students will move 

beyond the most common instructional words and 

patterns, to communication at the sentence level that 
employs:  

 

 Compound grammatical constructions 

 Repetitive phrasal and sentence patterns 

across content areas 
As proficiency increases, formulaic grammatical 

patterns will begin to show occasional variation. 
Discourse Complexity 
At the levels 2-3 proficiency, ELL‟s will move from 

use of short oral phrases to simple and expanded 

sentences. Oral responses should show emerging 

complexity used to add detail. This will be reflected 

in both oral and written communication.  
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Grades 3-5 ESL Intermediate (ELP Levels 2-3) 
Common Core State Standards Student Learning Objectives 

Language: 
Conventions of Standard English  (L.K-5.1-2) 

 

Knowledge of Language (L.K-5.3) 

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: 

(Comprehension strategies) (L.K-5.4) 

Vocabulary acquisition and use  (L.K-8.5) 

 

Vocabulary acquisition and use (application) (L.K-5.6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Print all upper- and lowercase letters. 

b. Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. 

c. Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in basic sentences (e.g., He 

hops; We hop). 

d. Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, 

their; anyone, everything). 

e. Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future (e.g., Yesterday I 

walked home; Today I walk home; Tomorrow I will walk home). 

f. Use frequently occurring adjectives. 

g. Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., 

and, but, or, so, because). 

h. Use determiners (e.g., articles, 

demonstratives). 

i. Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., 

during, beyond, toward). 

j. Produce and expand complete simple and compound declarative, interrogative, 

imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response to prompts. 

 

Communicate in words, phrases and complete sentences using the target 

language.  

 

Recognize, name and correctly employ end punctuation marks.   

 

Capitalize the first word of a sentence and the pronoun I.  

 

Capitalize the names of people, holidays, product names, and geographic names.  

 

Use conventions or mechanics in illustrated passages (e.g., commas to indicate a 

series). 

 

Use memorization, phonetics and knowledge of sound/letter relationships to 

spell words correctly.   

 

Read high frequency words by sight.  
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With guidance and support from teachers, demonstrate understanding of word 

relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the 

concepts the categories represent. 

b. Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a 

bird that swims; a tiger is a large cat with stripes). 

 

c. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at 

home that are cozy). 

 

d. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, 

peek, glance, stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in intensity (e.g., 

large, gigantic) by defining or choosing them or by acting out the meanings. 

 

Speaking and Listening:  
Comprehension and collaboration 

SL.K-5.1   

SL.K-5.2   

SL.K-5.3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about familiar 

thematic topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 

Make predictions from oral discourse on narrative or expository material 

supported by illustrations (e.g., oral reading of realistic fiction). 

 

Explore movement of real-life objects by following oral commands and 

modeling (e.g., “Push the ball. Watch it move. Make it stop.”). 

 

Identify examples of fractions/decimals based on oral statements and visual 

support (e.g., differences in length, width, or height). 

 

Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information 

presented orally or through other media. 

 

Order or sequence historical information from timelines, graphs, charts, maps, or 

other visual or graphic aids according to oral directions. 

 

Describe at the sentence level body parts and associate them with senses and 

physical actions . 

 

Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or 

through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and 

requesting clarification if something is not understood. 

 

Identify historical information from timelines, charts or maps from other visuals 
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Presentation of knowledge and ideas 

SL.K-5.4   

SL.K-5.5  

SL.K-5.6  

 

and oral directions. 

 

Ask and answer questions for clarification or to resolve problems. 

 

Participate in full class, group, or pair discussions. 

 

Answer questions about likes or dislikes (e.g., Do you like to swim?) at the 

sentence level. 

 

Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences. 

 

Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual 

displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, 

thoughts, and feelings. 

 

Identify fractional/percent parts in pictures/realia from oral statements. 

 

Categorize foods and give reasons for categorization using general and some 

specific vocabulary in small groups. 

 

Locate and show places using visual support such as maps or globes.  

 

Detail locations of places on maps or globes (e.g., using descriptive language) 

with a partner). 

 

Use language acquired through classroom instruction for real life 

communication.  

 

Students will describe themselves and their thoughts and feelings using both 

comprehensible spoken and written English.   

 

Provide identifying information that involves real-world numbers (e.g., age, 

address, or telephone number to a peer). 

 

Tell classroom or school rules based on gestures or modeling (e.g., “Sit down.”) 

in small groups. 

 

 Ask for assistance with a task. 

 

Use new vocabulary from literature, content areas, and classroom experiences. 
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Shade or color graphs according to oral commands modeled by a teacher (e.g., 

“Here is a graph.  Color this bar red.” 

 

Create engaging audio recordings of stories  or poems that demonstrate fluid 

reading at an understandable pace; add visual displays when appropriate to 

emphasize or enhance certain facts or details.  

 

 
Reading (Foundational Skills):  
Print concepts  

RF.K-5.1 

Phonological Awareness  

RF.K-5.2 

Phonics and Word Recognitions  

RF.K-5.3 

Fluency  

RF.K-5.4 

 

 

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

• Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-

syllable words.  

• Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel 

teams.  

• Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels.  

• Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes.  

• Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound 

correspondences.  

• Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.  

 

Read on-proficiency level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression on successive readings.  

 

Use memorization, phonetics and knowledge of sound/letter relationships to 

spell words correctly.   

 

Read high frequency words by sight.  

 

Categorize vocabulary with classifications such as parts of speech, synonyms, 

antonyms, etc.  

 

Distinguish shades and nuances of meaning between words with similar 

meanings. 

 

Read proficiency level appropriate texts with purpose and understanding. 

Reading Informational Text 
Key Ideas and Details 

RI.K-5.1  

RI.K-5.2  

RI.K-5.3  

Match illustrations (icons and pictures) to target vocabulary words and phrases.  

 

Match figures and formulas to key content area vocabulary using illustrated 

examples (e.g., “¼ is a fraction”). 
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Craft and structure 

RI.K-5.4  

RI.K-5.5  

RI.K-5.6  

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

RI.K-5.7  

RI.K-5.8  

RI.K-5.9  

RI.K-5.10  

 

 

Find synonyms for key vocabulary in math contexts using illustrated examples 

(e.g., “Which is larger: a quarter or a third?”). 

 

Sequence descriptive sentences and pictures to illustrate the steps involved in 

food processing (e.g. “From corn to cornflakes”). 

 

Ask and answer questions (at the phrase and sentence level) to demonstrate 

understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as a basis for the answers. 

 

Determine the main idea of a text; recount key details and indicate how they 

support the main idea. 

 

Use ordinal numbers or time expressions to describe a sequence of events. 

 

Determine the meaning of general academic and domain specific words and 

phrases relevant to content area studies. 

 

Compare/contrast nutritional content of foods from diagrams or graphs. 

 

With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a 

text. 

 

With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a 

text. 

 

With prompting and support, students will read informational text, name the 

title, author, give setting, identify major events, and ask/answer about key details 

in a text. Students will retell and summarize informational texts they have read. 

Students will compare similar texts and make connections with their own 

experiences. 

 

Identify text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to 

locate information relevant to a given topic effectively. 

 

With appropriate prompting and support, students will describe the relationship 

between text and images (illustrations, charts, etc.) the information that is 

conveyed.  

 

Interpret graphs, charts, and diagrams. 

 

Use diagrams to guide use of standard, non-standard measures (eg. a ruler can 
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show inches). 

 

Identify geographical features (e.g. rivers, mountains) by reading the map 

legend.  Use information gained from images and text to demonstrate 

understanding (e.g., where, when, how and why events occur). 

 

Begin to connect new information to information previously learned. 

 

Compare and contrast story plots, characters, settings and themes between two 

similar texts. 

 

Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 

 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry, at a level of text complexity congruent with their 

proficiency level independently and proficiently. 

 

Reading Literature 
Key ideas and details 

RL.K-5 

RL.K-5.1  

RL.K-5.2  

RL.K-5.3  

 

Craft and Structure 

RL. K-5.4  

RL.K-5.5  

RL.K-5.6   

 

Integration of Knowledge and Details 

RL.K-5.7  

RL.K-5.9  

 

Range of Reading and text complexity  

RL.K-5.10 

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.  

 

Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; 

determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed 

through key details in the text.  

 

Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, 3. motivations, or feelings) and 

explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

 

Read simple texts, both fiction and non-fiction, with fluency that is appropriate 

with proficiency level.   

 

Demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of punctuation marks while 

reading aloud.  

 

Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the 

characters.  

 

Explain how specific aspects of a text‟s illustrations contribute to what is 

conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a 

character or setting).  
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Students will retell and summarize stories they have read. Students will compare 

stories and make connections with their own experiences. 

 

With appropriate prompting and support, students will describe the relationship 

between text and images (illustrations, charts, etc.) the information that is 

conveyed.  

 

Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 

 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry, at a level of text complexity congruent with their 

proficiency level independently and proficiently. 

 

 

 

Writing 
Text types and purposes 

W.K-5.1  

W.K-5.2  

W.K-5.3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Production and Distribution 

W.K-5.4  

W.K-5.5  

W.K-5.6  

 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

W.K-5.7  

W.K-5.8  

W.K-5.9  

Write sentences about pictures related to interests/abilities (e.g., “They are 

playing instruments. I think this is orchestra practice.”). 

 

 

Write to present an opinion about a book or film shared with the class. Supply 

reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to 

connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

 

Give step-by-step process of how to solve problems involving 

fractions/decimals/percentages from diagrams using a series of related 

sentences. 

 

Compare/contrast features of different countries using graphic organizers and 

sentences. 

 

Illustrate and label whole numbers from graphs or visuals and word banks (such 

as from 1-100). 

 

Write narratives in which they recount a well- elaborated event or short 

sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, 

use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure. 

 

With support from teachers, use technology to produce and publish writing 

(using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others.  
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Write a descriptive piece, such as a description of a person, place or object 

 

Label fractional or percent parts of diagrams or realia from number word banks 

 

Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 

sources to answer a question. 

 

Proof-read independently and with peers. 

 

Develop a collection of writing (e.g. portfolio or literacy folder) 

 

Grades 3-5 Intermediate ELP Levels 2-3 
Sample Assessment & Instructional Activities 

• Short Quizzes 

• Participation in TPR activities  

• One sentence summaries  

• Teacher observations 

• Group Work Updates  

• Idea Webs 

• Daily Do Now Review Questions 

• Brainstorming Contribution  

• Exit Questions  

• Dialog/Reflective Journals 

• Erasable Board Messages  

• Individual Conferences  

• KWL charts 

 

 

 

 Respond to greetings/ farewells, participate in increasingly complex TPR activities 

 Practice and participate in finger and song plays that help to illustrate vocabulary meaning 

 Create an engaging audio recording demonstrating your ability to read a poem or short text fluidly. 

 Fill out increasingly complex forms with your personal information (Name, address, phone number, 

etc.)  

 Convey personal or familial information through illustrations captioned with sentences.  

 Find out the average temperatures in various countries (your or your peer heritage countries); mark 

them on a chart and label. 

 Draw and describe the map of the school and/or classroom and describe it to their peers using 

sentence level communication. 

 Listen and demonstrate comprehension of stories read aloud 

 Keep an illustrated log or journal of examples of everyday math (e.g., “For breakfast I eat one bowl 

of cereal, one waffle, and two peaches.”) 

 Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast people or things using increasingly complex language. 

 Describe scientific change through the graphic or written depiction of processes or cycles (e.g., how 

baby changes into an adult, or how home animals grow such as puppies into dogs.) 

 Create a chart using phrases and images that lists classroom chores and responsibilities 

 Draw a map from school to your home.  Identify and show community places. Give directions at the 

sentence level. 

 Talk about things that you like to do at the sentence level. 

 Identify the correct classroom supplies needed for a specific project or activity 

 Retell a story (beginning, middle end) after listening to or reading a story 
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 Collaborate with a partner to give an oral presentation describing holiday customs and traditions 

 Name and identify different types of sports and pastimes, discussed at the sentence level. 

 Re-state math problems with visual support 

 Design a family tree and use it in an oral presentation about your family 

 Describe or draw various geometric shapes as directed 

 Name and describe the five senses. Create an info-graphic on this topic communicating at the 

sentence level. 

 Explain in the words the information relayed in a bar graph and/or pie chart at the sentence level. 

 Create a timeline showing several important events  

 Visually explain change (e.g., growth in plants and animals, in seasons, in self, or characters and in 

literature) 

 Clarify comprehension of a text passage by sequencing picture cards and providing oral and/or 

written narrative at the word and phrase level. 
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Sample Lesson Planning  

WIDA Standards 
Theme I All About Me 

Grades 3-5 ELP Levels 2-3 
Sample Activities & Assessments 

WIDA Standard 1: 
Social and instructional Language: alphabet, numbers, days, weeks, months, 

colors, shapes, time telling 

 

Instructional: the school environment: classroom objects, routines, commands, 

general content related words 

 

Self: body parts, clothing, people, family, foods, seasons, weather 

 
WIDA Standard 2: 
Language of Language arts: parts of speech, word classification and study, 

parts of text, genres, etc.  

 

WIDA Standard 3 
Language of Math: numbers used in authentic contexts (telephone numbers, 

address) cardinal and ordinal numbers, operational vocabulary, word problems, 

money, info graphics and visual literacy. 

 

WIDA Standard 4 
Language of Science: Body parts, senses, healthy foods and habits 

 
WIDA Standard 5 
Language of Social Studies: people and places in the community, geographic 

terms, info graphics, cross-cultural comparison 

 Conduct a survey of your class‟s favorite sport, food, etc.; collect data 

and use fractions/percentages to represent it; show the findings in a 

chart; describe the chart in writing and orally to summarize results. 

 

 Write an opinion piece: tell which animal you believe would make the 

best pet. Give reasons and facts to support your choice. 

 

 Compare the nutritional content of several foods by reading labels on 

food containers; discuss health benefits of each product in groups; 

compile a list of health vs. unhealthy foods; make a poster to 

encourage others to eat a healthy diet. 

 

 Write a step by step process explaining how to prepare a food from 

your L1 country. Use measurements and target vocabulary in your 

writing.  

 

 Create an international holiday cookbook as a class project: collect 

recipes from home or the Internet; convert metric to US weight 

measurements when needed; provide a brief explanation why a food 

is eaten on a holiday. 

 

 Make a chart showing differences among the average temperatures in 

various countries; summarize the differences in a short report and 

present it to class.  
 

 Write a narrative on either your happiest or saddest day. In a short 

description or poem, explain your feelings on that day.  
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WIDA Standards 
Theme II Our World 

Grades 3-5 ELP Levels 2-3 
Sample Activities & Assessments 

WIDA Standard 1: 
Social and instructional: the language of health and safety, rules and 

procedures at school and in the community.  

 
WIDA Standard 2: 
Language of Language arts: describing textual features and their meanings, 

punctuation and meaning, literary devices, text genres 

 

WIDA Standard 3 
Language of Math: describing shapes, mathematical procedures, place value, 

digits 

 

WIDA Standard 4 
Language of Science: weather, geologic forms, Earth materials, the solar 

system, constellations, stars, galaxies 

 

WIDA Standard 5 
Language of Social Studies:  Native Americans, European explorations, the 

Colonial Period, U.S. states, regions, geographical land features. Immigration. 

 

 

 Select an unusual natural feature; draw a picture of it; label the feature 

and the diagram illustrating its formation; post on bulletin board.  

 

 Make a map of local services: take a field trip or use a phonebook to 

find the services; mark and label the services on the map: give 

directions to places on the map. 

 

 Make a diorama of a gold rush town based on illustrated text or a 

movie; provide short descriptions for objects. 

 

 Make journal picture entries of an European explorer coming to 

America or a pioneer traveling west; write captions for the pictures. 

 

 Create a solar system poster and calculate differences between sizes 

and distance from the sun of the planets; show data in a chart. 

 

 Conduct and interview with a local business owner: prepare a list of 

questions in groups; tape your interview. 

 

 Work in groups to research the effects of the Gold Rush on California 

(change in population, economy, etc.); present data in tables and 

graphs provided by teacher; present group findings to class. 

 

 Keep an illustrated journal of an explorer/pioneer.  

 

 Take a field trip to a planetarium to learn about constellations of stars; 

create a chart poster to show facts. 

 

 

WIDA Standards 
Theme III The Wonderful World of Nature 

Grades 3-5 ELP Levels 2-3 
Sample Activities & Assessments 

WIDA Standard 1: 
Social and instructional : expressing preferences, wishes, and opinions 

 

WIDA Standard 2: 
Language of Language arts: folktales and myths, adjectives & adverbs, 

research, making predictions, fact vs. opinion,  proof-reading and revision 

 

 Create poster called “Four Facts and a Fib” for a plant, insect, animal and 

visit other classrooms to have others try and guess which one is the “fib.” 

 

 Plant and grow seeds; create experiments to predict how each will grow 

(with and without light, with and without water, etc.) 

 

 Write an illustrated and captioned “step by step” text telling how to plant 
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WIDA Standard 3 
Language of Math: patterns, functions of common math symbols, describing a 

step by step mathematical procedure WIDA Standard 4 

Language of Science: the features of plants. Plant and animal products, 

Animals and Insects (features and characteristics), recycling 

 

WIDA Standard 5 
Language of Social Studies: Farm life, Rural & Urban, Conservation of natural 

resources, recycling 

 

 

and grow seeds.  Illustrate and caption how a plant grows.  Use target 

content vocabulary in your descritpions. 

 

 Draw and describe a “fantastic animal” – head of a lion, body of a zebra, 

tail of a peacock, etc. Write a narrative text that describes how this animal 

looks, what it eats and how it behaves.  

 

 Use target math vocabulary to make word problems using insects or 

animals. 

 

 Draw animals that use camouflage as protection in their natural 

surroundings and write a paragraph to describe sharing facts you have 

learned through research. 

 

 Make an acrostic poem to describe plants, insects, animals. Use target 

content vocabulary words. 

 

 Take a trip around the school; make bark and leaf rubbings; identify type 

of tree; revisit in a different season and compare. Use specific adjectives 

and target content vocabulary in your descriptions. 
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Grades 3-5 ESL Advanced (ELP Levels 4-5) 

 The curriculum for Grades 3-5 ESL Advanced (ELP Levels 4-5) is designed to meet the needs of English language learners who are approaching English proficiency. 

Students at Proficiency levels 4-5 are at all times generally comprehensible, with some errors that may reflect first language interference, or as proficiency increase, errors will be 

similar to those made by their fluent English peers. At this level, students will need increasingly less visual supports in order to comprehend grade level academic language.  This 

course will help students to comprehend increasing complex academic language (listening and reading) as well as to develop academic writing and speech that is well formed and 

employs technical/content area language, using a variety of sentence lengths, evolving towards greater complexity and cohesion.   

Grades 3-5 ESL Advanced (ELP Levels 4-5) 
Sample Themes Understandings Essential Questions Language Needed 

All About Me provides a balanced focus on 

both social and instructional language across 
the curriculum. The example topics and genres 

are derived from the WIDA English Language 

Proficiency Standards. Key topics include:  

The School Environment:  
The school building, people, rules, procedures, 

classroom objects, routines 

The Human Body: appearance, senses, 

feelings, personal information, body parts and 

systems 

Interests & Abilities: personality, talents, 

sports, pastimes 

Home, Family & Friends: house, room 

furnishings, prepositions of location, family 

titles, occupations, expressing age, school and 
home chores and responsibilities 

Celebrations: food, customs, traditions, 

culture, L1 heritage (facts about L1 country: 
location, size, climate, cultural comparisons, 

etc. 

 

Language is a multi-faceted, multi-

layered system of communication. 
 

 

Language learning involves taking 
risks and learning from one‟s 

mistakes. 

 

What language will I need to successfully 

communicate in my new home and school in the 
United States? 

 

What do I need to know to help me communicate 
my needs? 

 

When do mistakes interfere with 
communication? 

 

Who am I and what is my place in the world? 

Vocabulary Usage 
As ELLS move from proficiency level 3 towards 5, 
they will begin using specific and some technical 

language related to content areas. As proficiency 

increases, Ells‟ speech/writing will employ a greater 
amount of technical vocabulary.  When students 

reach proficiency level 5, speech and writing will 

show a marked increase of facility with needed 
language and a increase in specificity.  

 
Language Forms and Conventions 
As ELLs move from proficiency level 3 towards 5, 

both written and oral speech will display a variety of 
sentence lengths and employ a variety of linguistic 

complexity.  Oral and written responses should 

show an emerging cohesion with language used to 
convey messages with detail and clarity. Level  5 

proficiency is marked by the ELLs ability to show 

cohesion and organization in support of a main idea.  
 
Discourse Complexity 
As ELLs move from Level 3 proficiency towards 
Level 5, students may still make errors that reflect 

their first language but do not impede overall 

comprehensibility.  By level 5 proficiency, the 
student is approaching comparability with English 

speaking peers in terms of comprehensibility and 

fluency.  Errors may be similar to those made by 
English proficient peers.   
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Grades 3-5 ESL Advanced (ELP Levels 4-5) 
Common Core State Standards Student Learning Objectives 

Language: 
Conventions of Standard English  (L.K-5.1-2) 

 

Knowledge of Language (L.K-5.3) 

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: 

(Comprehension strategies) (L.K-5.4) 

Vocabulary acquisition and use  (L.K-8.5) 

 

Vocabulary acquisition and use (application) (L.K-5.6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communicate using phrases and increasingly complex sentences. 

 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage that approaches grade level proficiency when writing or speaking.  

 

Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in 

general and their functions in particular sentences.  

 

Form and use possessive, regular and irregular plural nouns.  

 

Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood).  

Form and use regular and irregular verbs.  

Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses.  

 

Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement. 

Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose 

between them depending on what is to be modified.  

 

Use contractions in writing and speech where appropriate.  

 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing at a level which approaches grade level 

expectations. 

 

Use memorization, phonetics and knowledge of sound/letter relationships to 

spell words correctly.  Read high frequency words by sight.  

 

With guidance and support from teachers, demonstrate understanding of word 

relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the 

concepts the categories represent. 

b. Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a 

bird that swims; a tiger is a large cat with stripes). 

c. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at 

home that are cozy). 

 

d. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, 
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peek, glance, stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in intensity (e.g., 

large, gigantic) by defining or choosing them or by acting out the meanings 

 

Demonstrate the ability to use reference materials, including beginning 

dictionaries, and electronic resources as needed to check and correct spellings.  

 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words  and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, 

emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic 

to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when 

discussing animal preservation). 

Speaking and Listening:  
Comprehension and collaboration 

SL.K-5.1   

SL.K-5.2   

SL.K-5.3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation of knowledge and ideas 

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about familiar 

thematic topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 

Make predictions from oral discourse on narrative or expository material 

supported by illustrations (e.g., oral reading of realistic fiction) 

 

Explore movement of real-life objects by following oral commands and 

modeling (e.g., “Push the ball. Watch it move. Make it stop.”) 

 

Identify examples of fractions/decimals based on oral statements and visual 

support (e.g., differences in length, width, or height) 

 

Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information 

presented orally or through other media. 

 

Order or sequence historical information from timelines, graphs, charts, maps, or 

other visual or graphic aids according to oral directions 

 

Describe at the sentence level body parts and associate them with senses and 

physical actions  

 

 

Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or 

through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and 

requesting clarification if something is not understood. 

 

Identify historical information from timelines, charts or maps from other visuals 

and oral directions 
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SL.K-5.4   

SL.K-5.5  

SL.K-5.6  

 

Ask and answer questions for clarification or to resolve problems. 

 

 

Participate in full class, group, or pair discussions 

 

Answer questions about likes or dislikes (e.g., Do you like to swim?) at the 

sentence level 

 

Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences. 

 

Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual 

displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, 

thoughts, and feelings. 

 

Identify fractional/percent parts in pictures/realia from oral statements 

 

Categorize foods and give reasons for categorization using general and some 

specific vocabulary in small groups 

 

 

Locate and show places using visual support such as maps or globes. Detail 

locations of places on maps or globes (e.g., using descriptive language) with a 

partner) 

 

Use language acquired through classroom instruction for real life 

communication.  

 

Students will describe themselves and their thoughts and feelings using both 

comprehensible spoken and written English.   

 

Provide identifying information that involves real-world numbers (e.g., age, 

address, or telephone number to a peer) 

 

Tell classroom or school rules based on gestures or modeling (e.g., “Sit down.”) 

in small groups. 

 

 

 Ask for assistance with a task 

 

Use new vocabulary  from literature, content areas, and classroom experiences. 
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Shade or color graphs according to oral commands modeled by a teacher (e.g., 

“Here is a graph.  Color this bar red.” 

 

Create engaging audio recordings of stories  or poems that demonstrate fluid 

reading at an understandable pace; add visual displays when appropriate to 

emphasize or enhance certain facts or details.  

 

 
Reading (Foundational Skills):  
Print concepts  

RF.K-5.1 

Phonological Awareness  

RF.K-5.2 

Phonics and Word Recognitions  

RF.K-5.3 

Fluency  

RF.K-5.4 

 

 

Students will know and apply approaching grade-level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding words. 

• Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and 

derivational suffixes.  

• Decode words with common Latin suffixes.  

• Decode multisyllable words.  

• Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.  

 

Student will read approaching grade level proficiency text orally with accuracy, 

appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.  

 

 

Use memorization, phonetics and knowledge of sound/letter relationships to 

spell words correctly.  Read high frequency words by sight.  

 

 

Categorize vocabulary with classifications such as parts of speech, synonyms, 

antonyms, etc. Distinguish shades and nuances of meaning between words with 

similar meanings. 

 

Read texts at approaching grade level complexity with purpose and 

understanding. 

Reading Informational Text 
Key Ideas and Details 

RI.K-5.1  

RI.K-5.2  

RI.K-5.3  

 

Craft and structure 

RI.K-5.4  

RI.K-5.5  

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

explicitly to the text as a basis for the answers. 

 

Determine the main idea of a text; recount key details and indicate how they 

support the main idea. 

 

Use ordinal numbers or time expressions to describe a sequence of events. 

 

Students will comprehend and write descriptive sentences that detail  a series of 
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RI.K-5.6  

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

RI.K-5.7  

RI.K-5.8  

RI.K-5.9  

RI.K-5.10  

 

 

events (historical, scientific, or technical procedures) such as steps involved in 

food processing (e.g. “From corn to cornflakes”) using language that pertains to 

time, sequence, cause and effect.  

 

Determine the meaning of general academic and domain specific words and 

phrases relevant to content area studies.  Find synonyms for key vocabulary in 

math contexts using illustrated examples (e.g., “Which is larger: a quarter or a 

third?”) 

 

Students will distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a 

text. 

 

Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to 

locate information relevant to a given topic effectively. 

 

 

Students will describe the relationship between text and images (illustrations, 

charts, etc.) the information that is conveyed. Compare/contrast nutritional 

content of foods from diagrams or graphs, and draw conclusions. 

 

Interpret graphs, charts, and diagrams. 

Use diagrams to guide use of standard, non-standard measures (eg. a ruler can 

show inches). 

 

Identify geographical features (e.g. rivers, mountains) by reading the map 

legend.  Use information gained from images and text to demonstrate 

understanding (e.g., where, when, how and why events occur) 

 

Begin to connect  new information to information previously learned. 

 

Compare and contrast story plots, characters, settings and themes between two 

similar texts. 

 

Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 

 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry,  at a level of text complexity   that approaches grade level 

expectations. 
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Reading Literature 
Key ideas and details 

RL.K-5 

RL.K-5.1  

RL.K-5.2  

RL.K-5.3  

 

Craft and Structure 

RL. K-5.4  

RL.K-5.5  

RL.K-5.6   

 

Integration of Knowledge and Details 

RL.K-5.7  

RL.K-5.9  

 

Range of Reading and text complexity  

RL.K-5.10 

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate an understanding of a text, referring 

explicitly to the  text as the basis for the answers.  

 

Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; 

determine the  central message, lesson, or moral and explain  how it is 

conveyed through key details in the text.  

 

Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and 

explain how their  actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

 

Read simple texts, both fiction and  non-fiction, with   fluency that 

is  appropriate with  proficiency level.  Demonstrate an understanding of  the 

purpose of punctuation marks while reading aloud.  

 

Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the 

characters.  

 

Explain how specific aspects of a text‟s illustrations contribute to what is 

conveyed  by the words in a story (e.g., create mood,  emphasize aspects of a 

character or setting).  

 

Students will retell and summarize stories they have read. Students will compare 

stories and make connections with their own experiences. 

 

Students will describe the relationship between text and images (illustrations, 

charts, etc.) the information that is conveyed.  

 

Students will actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and 

understanding. 

 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry,  at a level of text complexity  that approaches grade level 

expectations 

 

 

Writing 
Text types and purposes 

W.K-5.1  

W.K-5.2  

W.K-5.3  

Write sentences and paragraphs about pictures related to interests/abilities (e.g., 

“They are playing instruments. I think this is orchestra practice.” )  

 

Students will write an opinion piece to present a point of view related to one of 

the class themes, topics or texts. Supply reasons that support the opinion, use 
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Production and Distribution 

W.K-5.4  

W.K-5.5  

W.K-5.6  

 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

W.K-5.7  

W.K-5.8  

W.K-5.9  

linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and 

provide a concluding statement or section. 

 

Students will write an informative text in a manner that conveys information and 

ideas clearly, developing the topic with facts, definitions and details. Students 

will use linking words and provide a conclusion.  

 

Students will comprehend and write descriptive sentences that detail a series of 

events (historical, scientific, or technical procedures) such as steps involved in 

food processing (e.g. “From corn to cornflakes”) using language that pertains to 

time, sequence, cause and effect.  

 

Give step-by-step process of how to solve problems involving 

fractions/decimals/percentages from diagrams using a series of related 

sentences. 

 

Compare/contrast features of different countries using graphic organizers and 

sentences 

 

Illustrate and label whole numbers from graphs or visuals and word banks (such 

as from 1-100) 

 

Write narratives in which they recount a well- elaborated event or short 

sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings. 

Use dialog to develop characters.  Use temporal words to signal event order, and 

provide a sense of closure. 

 

With support from teachers, use technology to produce and publish writing 

(using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others.  

 

Proof-read independently and with peers. 

 

Develop a collection of writing (e.g. portfolio or literacy folder) 
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Grades 3-5 ESL Advanced (ELP Levels 4-5) 
Sample Assessment & Instructional Activities 

• Short Quizzes 

• Participation in TPR activities  

• One sentence summaries  

• Teacher observations 

• Group Work Updates  

• Idea Webs 

• Daily Do Now Review Questions 

• Brainstorming Contribution  

• Exit Questions  

• Dialog/Reflective Journals 

• Erasable Board Messages  

• Individual Conferences  

• KWL charts 

 

 

 

 Create an engaging audio recording demonstrating your ability to read a poem or short text fluidly. 

 Fill out increasingly complex forms with your personal information (Name, address, phone number, etc.)  

 Convey personal or familial information through illustrations captioned with sentences.  

 Find out the average temperatures in various countries (your or your peer heritage countries); mark them 

on a chart and label. 

 Draw and describe the map of the school and/or classroom and describe it to their peers using sentence 

level communication. 

 Listen and demonstrate comprehension of stories read aloud 

 Keep an illustrated log or journal of examples of everyday math (e.g., “For breakfast I eat one bowl of 

cereal, one waffle, and two peaches.”) 

 Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast people or things using increasingly complex language. 

 Describe scientific change through the graphic or written depiction of processes or cycles (e.g., how baby 

changes into an adult, or how home animals grow such as puppies into dogs.) 

 Create a chart using phrases and images that lists classroom chores and responsibilities 

 Draw a map from school to your home.  Identify and show community places. Give directions at the 

sentence level. 

 Talk about things that you like to do at the sentence level. 

 Identify the correct classroom supplies needed for a specific project or activity 

 Retell a story (beginning, middle end) after listening to or reading a story 

 Collaborate with a partner to give an oral presentation describing holiday customs and traditions 

 Name and identify different types of sports and pastimes, discussed at the sentence level. 

 Re-state math problems with visual support 

 Design a family tree and use it in an oral presentation about your family 

 Describe or draw various geometric shapes as directed 

 Name and describe the five senses. Create an info-graphic on this topic communicating at the sentence 

level. 

 Explain in the words the information relayed in a bar graph and/or pie chart at the sentence level. 

 Create a timeline showing several important events  

 Visually explain change (e.g., growth in plants and animals, in seasons, in self, or characters and in 

literature) 

 Clarify comprehension of a text passage by sequencing picture cards and providing oral and/or written 

narrative at the word and phrase level. 
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Sample Lesson Planning  

WIDA Standards 
Theme I All About Me 

Grades 3-5 ESL Advanced (ELP Levels 4-5) 
Sample Activities & Assessments 

WIDA Standard 1: 
Social and instructional Language: alphabet, numbers, days, weeks, months, 

colors, shapes, time telling 

 

Instructional: the school environment: classroom objects, routines, commands, 

general content related words 

 

Self: body parts, clothing, people, family, foods, seasons, weather 

 
WIDA Standard 2: 
Language of Language arts: parts of speech, word classification and study, 

parts of text, genres, etc.  

 

WIDA Standard 3 
Language of Math: numbers used in authentic contexts (telephone numbers, 

address) cardinal and ordinal numbers, operational vocabulary, word problems, 

money, info graphics and visual literacy. 

 

WIDA Standard 4 
Language of Science: Body parts, senses, healthy foods and habits 

 
WIDA Standard 5 
Language of Social Studies: people and places in the community, geographic 

terms, info graphics, cross-cultural comparison 

 Compare the nutritional content of several foods by reading labels on 

food containers; compile a list of health vs. unhealthy foods; keep a 

food diary for a week; evaluate your diet.  

 Conduct a survey of your class‟s favorite sport, food, etc.; collect data 

and use fractions/percentages to represent it; make a chart to show the 

findings (use technology); write a detailed report to discuss the results 

and how they were obtained. Include visual support and present it to 

class. 

 Compare the nutritional content of several foods by reading labels on 

food containers; discuss health benefits of each product in groups; 

compile a list of health vs. unhealthy foods; write a newsletter article 

to encourage others to eat a healthy diet. 

 Create an international holiday cookbook as a class project: collect 

recipes from home or the Internet; convert metric to US weight 

measurements when needed; research the origins of one dish and 

include its history in the cookbook. 

 Make a chart showing differences among average 

temperatures/rainfall in your heritage country; based on the chart, 

make predictions about the weather; present the predictions role-

playing a TV weather forecast program. 

 Use technology to make a chart showing differences among average 

temperatures/rainfall in your heritage country and draw conclusions 

about the seasonal climate patterns; present findings to class. 

 Write an opinion piece related to food and nutrition. (What can the 

school improve its lunch program?)  

 Write informative/explanatory text summarizing and sharing what 

you have learned from your research on seasonal climate patterns.  

 Write a narrative to develop real or imagined experiences and 

perspectives: write a letter to a character in a story; ask questions 

related to the character‟s feelings in certain situations; trade letters 

with a partner; answer your partner‟s letter.  
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WIDA Standards 
Theme II Our World 

Grades 3-5 ESL Advanced (ELP Levels 4-5) 
Sample Activities & Assessments 

WIDA Standard 1: 
Social and instructional: the language of health and safety, rules and 

procedures at school and in the community.  

 
WIDA Standard 2: 
Language of Language arts: describing textual features and their meanings, 

punctuation and meaning, literary devices, text genres 

 

WIDA Standard 3 
Language of Math: describing shapes, mathematical procedures, place value, 

digits 

 

WIDA Standard 4 
Language of Science: weather, geologic forms, Earth materials, the solar 

system, constellations, stars, galaxies 

 

WIDA Standard 5 
Language of Social Studies:  Native Americans, European explorations, the 

Colonial Period, U.S. states, regions, geographical land features. Immigration. 

 

 

• Select an unusual natural feature; draw a picture of it; label the feature 

and the diagram illustrating its formation; post on bulletin board.  

 

• Make a map of local services: take a field trip or use a phonebook to 

find the services; mark and label the services on the map: give 

directions to places on the map. 

 

• Write informative/explanatory text: Research the effects of the gold 

rush on California: examine various topics (population, economy, 

etc.); present data using pictures and graphs showing changes. Use 

technology to word process, proof-read and share your writing. 

 

• Write an informative/explanatory text. Research the constellations 

of stars and create a PowerPoint presentation; include facts, pictures 

and graphics.  Rehearse and deliver the presentation to the class. 

• Write an opinion piece in the form of a letter: Your school wants to 

name a library after a famous person, living or dead, who has made 

the world a better place.  Tell whom you would nominate. Share facts 

and reasons to support your opinion.   

• Write a narrative text: Keep a detailed journal of an 

explorer/pioneer. Imagine what challenges that person had faced and 

what feelings that person may have had. Use detailed language to 

make your letter realistic and engaging.  

• Research constellations of stars; create a chart poster to show facts 

and write a song/chant/rap/poem to help remember basic facts about 

constellations. 

• Engage in library or online research to find out the process, causes 

and effects of erosion; locations of erosion examples on the map; 

make a bulletin board map display posting information about erosion 

on it; summarize the findings in a report; present report to class.  
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WIDA Standards 
Theme III The Wonderful World of Nature 

Grades 3-5 ESL Advanced (ELP Levels 4-5) 
Sample Activities & Assessments 

WIDA Standard 1: 
Social and instructional : expressing preferences, wishes, and opinions 

 

WIDA Standard 2: 
Language of Language arts: folktales and myths, adjectives & adverbs, 

research, making predictions, fact vs. opinion,  proof-reading and revision 

 

WIDA Standard 3 
Language of Math: patterns, functions of common math symbols, describing a 

step by step mathematical procedure WIDA Standard 4 

Language of Science: the features of plants. Plant and animal products, 

Animals and Insects (features and characteristics), recycling 

 

WIDA Standard 5 
Language of Social Studies: Farm life, Rural & Urban, Conservation of natural 

resources, recycling 

 

 

 Look at labels of common edible products (ketchup, cereal, etc.) and 

discuss where the ingredients came from. 

 

 Make animal or insect trading cards (picture on the front and description 

on the back).   

 

 Make a list of idioms that deal with plants, insects, animals (e.g., quiet as a 

mouse, busy as a bee).  Draw a literal representation and display on 

bulletin board. 

 

 Write an opinion piece in the form of a letter to elected official telling 

why the student thinks it is important to protect animals and their habitats. 

Provide facts and reasons that support the opinion.  

 

   Write informative/explanatory text: Make a display of different types of 

birds‟ nests. Research and write about the type of bird and what materials 

it uses for its nest and then draw pictures or make models. Use technology 

to word process your work, add illustrations, and display. 

 Take field trip to an aquarium. Create a newsletter to share experiences 

and interesting facts with parents and classmates. 

 

 Write a narrative to develop real or imagined experiences and 

perspectives: Create an animal or insect poem, song, or short story. Use 

your writing to share your learning about the topic in a fun and creative 

way.  

 

 Partners write and dramatize an interview with an animal.  Videotape or 

tape record the interview, using puppets, drawings or photographs. 

 

 Make class booklet of the different ways animals help humans – Seeing 

Eye dogs, homing pigeons, etc. Present information to other classes. 
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Teacher Resources: 

 

 Echevarria, J., Vogt, M., and Short, D. J., Making Content Comprehensible for English Learners: The SIOP Model. (Second Edition 2010) Allyn & Bacon, Boston, MA. 

 

Vogt, M.E., Echevarria,J (2008) 99 Ideas and Activities for Teaching English Learners with the SIOP Model. Boston, MA: Pearson Education, Inc. 

 

WIDA Standards (2012) downloaded from http://www.standardswww.wida.us/standards 

 

http://state.nj.us/education (NJ Department of Education) http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/  

 

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/resources/newcomer.htm (Newcomer resources) http://www.wida.us (WIDA Consortium) http://www.cal.org (Center for Applied 

Linguistics) 

 

http://www.tesol.org Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL)  
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Student Internet Resources:  

http://eslcafe.com 

www.eslkidstuff.com 

www.Esl-kids.com 

www.esltreasure.com 

http://www.brainpop.com 

www.brainpopjr.com 

http://www.studyisland.com 

www.funenglishgames.com 

www.literactive.com 

www.starfall.com 

www.esl4kids.com 

www.eslkid.com 

www.eslgalaxy.com 

http://www.uni.edu/becker/TESOL 

http://www.csun.edu/~hcedu013/eslplans.html  

http://iteslj.org 

http://www.pdictionary.com  

http://www.englishclub.com/index.htm  

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/esl/index.html#exercises  

http://www.manythings.org 

http://www.gigglepoetry.com/poetryfun/poetryfun. 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Rhymes.html  

http://www.lovetolearnplace.com 

 

 

 
 

http://eslcafe.com/
http://www.eslkidstuff.com/
http://www.esl-kids.com/
http://www.esltreasure.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.funenglishgames.com/
http://www.literactive.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.esl4kids.com/
http://www.eslkid.com/
http://www.eslgalaxy.com/
http://www.uni.edu/becker/TESOL
http://www.csun.edu/~hcedu013/eslplans.html
http://iteslj.org/
http://www.pdictionary.com/
http://www.englishclub.com/index.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/esl/index.html#exercises
http://www.manythings.org/
http://www.gigglepoetry.com/poetryfun/poetryfun
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Rhymes.html
http://www.lovetolearnplace.com/
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Grades 6-8 
In order to meet the objectives described in the Grades 6-8 ESL Curriculum, teachers will design thematic units and daily lesson plans using culturally authentic materials that are 

appropriate to the students' age, abilities and interests. Teacher selected materials should explore cultural diversity and multiple perspectives. Teachers should strive to access rich, 

cross-content materials, and provide opportunities for students to research, organize, and communicate in the target language using technology. Activities in the target language 

should foster purposeful and meaningful communication that relates to relevant, real-world situations.   

 Curricular units and daily lessons are congruent with the WIDA Standards, teaching English language structure and communications skills through content that is focused 

on social/instructional language and content area, academic language.  Suggestions for content area topics and compatible language targets are listed in the Stage 3 Lesson 

Planning section of this document.  

Note: the Common Core Standards are addressed according to the proficiency level of the individual English Language Learner within the 6-8 grade cluster, moving students 

progressively toward meeting grade level objectives in congruence with their rate of language acquisition. This curriculum addresses the needs of the novice level English 

language learner, referencing and building upon the Common Core Standards from the foundational skills outlined through the Common Core‟s K-5 &6 -8 continuum.  

Curriculum Overview: Grades 6-8 ELP Level 1 

I.  II.  III.  
Glad to Meet You 

 Identify components of realistic 

fiction.  

 Identify and discuss different forms 

of communication. 

 Read and identify sequence of events 

in a realstic fiction story. 

 Describe basic mathematical 

operations. 

 Identify components of a photo essay. 

 Identify components of an e-mail. 
Set the Table 

 Identify components of a nonfiction 

text. 

 Identify components of realistic 

fiction. 

 Retell the events of a realistic fiction 

story. 

Numbers Count: 
 Examine and analyze the importance of 

numbers. 
 Identify and examine components of 

realistic fiction. 

 Identify and examine components of a 

personal narrative. 

 Explore aspects of Mayan civilization from 

historical to current times. 

City Sites 
 Examine and analyze the importance of 

understanding a city environment. 

 Identify and examine components of a 

newspaper article. 

 Identify and examine elements of a travel 

article. 

 Determine key historical events in the 

development of San Francisco. 

Pack Your Bags:  
 Explore and analyze various environments 

with related clothing for seasons.  

 Identify and examine characteristics of a 

science article. 

 Identify and examine characteristics of an 

expository nonfiction text. 

 Understand and use the writing process 

steps for a travel guide. 

Friend to Friend: 
 Identify and evaluate the role of friendships 

and feelings. 

 Identify and explore characteristics of a 

realistic fiction. 

 Identify and examine characteristics of a 

magazine article. 

 Understand and use the writing process 

steps for a memory story 
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 Interpret information in scientific 

charts and diagrams. 

 Classify and categorize various food 

items. 

On the Job  

 Identify components of fantasy 

 Identify components of realistic 

fiction. 

 Observe, measure, compare, and sort 

different types of rocks. 

 Identify and review components of 

realistic fiction, photo essay, career 

sketch, fact book, and informational 

text. 

 

Welcome Home: 
 Explore families, make personal 

connections, and understand vocabulary in 

context about families and homes. 

 Identify and explore characteristics of a 

personal narrative. 

 Identify and examine characteristics of a 

personal narrative. 

 Understand and use the steps of the writing 

process. 

 Identify and review components of 

websites, chat-rooms, informational texts, 

stories, realistic fiction, myths, and articles. 

Celebrate 
 Identify and explore how people dance to 

celebrate events around the world. 

 Identify and examine characteristics of an 

informational text. 

 Identify and examine characteristics of a 

magazine article. 

 Identify and analyze the use of map features 

and symbols in a magazine article. 

 Understand and use the writing process 

steps to create a blog writing piece. 

 Identify and review components of science 

articles, global environments and weather, 

expository nonfiction, realistic fiction, 

magazine articles, informational texts, 

friendships, cultural celebrations, travel 

guides, memory stories, and blogs.  

 

Grades 6-8 ELP Level 1 

Vocabulary Usage Language Forms and Conventions Discourse Complexity 

Focus on vocabulary of the instructional 

language of the classroom and essential 

vocabulary of everyday life.  

 

Examples include:  

WIDA Standard 1: 

Social and instructional Language: alphabet, 

numbers, days, weeks, months, colors, shapes, 

time telling 

 

Instructional: classroom objects, routines, 

commands, general content related words 

 

Self: body parts, clothing, people, family, 

foods, seasons, weather 

 

WIDA Standard 2: 

 

Focus on common social and instructional forms and 

patterns.  With instructional support, Ell‟s will 

comprehend and produce simple grammatical 

constructions (e.g., commands, WH- questions, 

declaratives) 

 

Examples: Use of pronouns, present tense verbs to 

be, to have, plural nouns, possessive adjectives, a/an, 

WH- questions, count/mass nouns, past tense of the 

verb to be, present continuous, object pronouns, past 

tense of irregular verbs, future, imperative, past 

continuous, adverbs of frequency, gerunds, 

conditional  

At the level one proficiency level, ELL‟s will begin 

by producing communication nonverbally, as well as 

through the use of words, phrases or chunks of 

language. As students move toward the next level of 

proficiency, they will begin using short sentences or 

phrases as their ability to express ideas in the target 

language emerges.   

 

At the level one proficiency level, ELL‟s will 

comprehend single statements or questions, working 

to identify and idea within chunks of language. As 

students move towards higher proficiency, they will 

begin to comprehend multiple related single 

sentences and ideas with details.  
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Language of Language arts: parts of speech, 

word classification and study, parts of text, 

genres, etc.  

 

WIDA Standard 3 

Language of Math: cardinal and ordinal 

numbers, operational vocabulary, word 

problems, money, info graphics and visual 

literacy. 

 

WIDA Standard 4 

Language of Science: Food chain, weather, 

eco-sytems, water cycle, solar system, natural 

disasters 

 

WIDA Standard 5 

Language of Social Studies: geographic terms, 

info graphics, natural resources 

 

 

Grades 6-8 ESL Beginners (ELP 1 –Entering) 
Common Core State Standards Student Learning Objectives 

Language: 
Conventions of Standard English  (L.K-8.1-2) 

 

Knowledge of Language (L.K-8.3) 

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: (L.K-8.4) 

Vocabulary acquisition and use  (L.K-8.5) 

Vocabulary acquisition and use  (L.K-8.5) 

 

 

Recognize and reproduce the complete alphabet using both upper and lower case 

letters. 

 

Alphabetize words 

 

Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs, form regular and irregular plural 

forms of nouns.  

 

Understand and use interrogatives and frequently occurring prepositions.  

 

Communicate in words, phrases and complete sentences using the target 

language.  

 

Recognize, name and correctly employ end punctuation marks.  Capitalize the 

first word of a sentence and the pronoun I.  

Use memorization, phonetics and knowledge of sound/letter relationships to 

spell words correctly.  Read high frequency words by sight.  
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Use knowledge of frequently occurring affixes to comprehend unknown words.  

Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.  

 

Categorize vocabulary with classifications such as parts of speech, synonyms, 

antonyms, etc. Distinguish shades and nuances of meaning between words with 

similar meanings. 

 

Speaking and Listening:  
Comprehension and collaboration 

SL.K-8.1   

SL.K-8.2   

SL.K-8.3  

  

Listen for a variety of purposes  (enjoyment, and information) 

 

Listen to recognize types of language by context and tone. 

 

Follow increasingly difficult oral directions 

 

Listen and contribute to class discussions. Discuss Reading. 

 

Ask and answer questions for clarification or to resolve problems. 

 

Participate in full class, group, or pair discussions 

 

 

Presentation of knowledge and ideas 

SL.K-8.4   

SL.K-8.5  

SL.K-8.6  

 

Use language acquired in through classroom instruction for real life 

communication.  

 

Students will describe themselves and their thoughts and feelings using both 

comprehensible spoken and written English.   

 

 

 Ask for assistance with a task 

 

Express likes, dislikes, and needs 

 

Use new vocabulary from literature, content areas, and classroom experiences. 

 

Reading (Foundational Skills):  
Print concepts (RF.K-8.1) 

Phonological Awareness (RF.K-8.2) 

Phonics and Word Recognitions (RF.K-8.3) 

Fluency (RF.K-8.4) 

 

Recognize and reproduce the complete alphabet using both upper and lower case 

letters. 

 

Use memorization, phonetics and knowledge of sound/letter relationships to 

spell words correctly.  Read high frequency words by sight.  
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Use knowledge of frequently occurring affixes to comprehend unknown words.  

Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.  

 

Categorize vocabulary with classifications such as parts of speech, synonyms, 

antonyms, etc. Distinguish shades and nuances of meaning between words with 

similar meanings. 

 

Reading Informational Text 
Key Ideas and Details 

RI.K-8.1  

RI.K-8.2  

RI.K-8.3  

 

Craft and structure 
RI.K-8.4  

RI.K-8.5  

RI.K-8.6  

  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RI.K-8.7  

RI.K-8.8  

RI.K-8.9  

RI.K-8.10  

 

 

 

With prompting and support, students will read informational text, name the 

title, author, give setting, identify major events, and ask/answer about key details 

in a text. Students will retell and summarize informational texts they have read. 

Students will compare similar texts and make connections with their own 

experiences. 

 

With appropriate prompting and support, students will describe the relationship 

between text and images (illustrations, charts, etc.) the information that is 

conveyed.  

 

Interpret graphs, charts, and diagrams. 

 

Begin to connect new information to information previously learned. 

 

 

Compare and contrast story plots, characters, settings and themes. 

 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational text at a level of 

complexity congruent with the student‟s proficiency level independently and 

proficiently. 

 

 

Reading Literature 
 
Key ideas and details 
RL.K-8 

RL.K-8.1  

RL.K-8.2  

RL.K-8.3  

 

Craft and Structure 
RL. K-8.4 

 

With prompting and support, students will read literature and demonstrate the 

ability to name the title, author, give setting, name characters, identify major 

events, and ask/answer about key details in a text.  

 

Read simple texts, both fiction and non-fiction, with  fluency that 

is appropriate with proficiency level.  Demonstrate an understanding of the 

purpose of punctuation marks while reading aloud.  
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RL.K-8.5  

RL.K-8.6   

 

Integration of Knowledge and Details 
RL.K-8.7  

 

RL.K-8.9  

 

Range of Reading and text complexity 
RL.K-8.10 

 

 

Students will retell and summarize stories they have read. Students will compare 

stories and make connections with their own experiences. 

 

With appropriate prompting and support, students will describe the relationship 

between text and images (illustrations, charts, etc.) the information that is 

conveyed.  

 

 

 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry, at a level of text complexity congruent with their 

proficiency level independently and proficiently. 

 

Writing 
Text types and purposes 

W.K-8.1  

W.K-8.2  

W.K-8.3  

 

Production and Distribution 
W.K-8.4  

W.K-8.5  

W.K-8.6  

 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
W.K-8.7  

W.K-8.8  

W.K-8.9  

Use writing in everyday life 

 

Write a descriptive piece, such as a description of a person, place or object 

 

 

Students will use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a 

single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in 

which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 

 

Develop a collection of writing (e.g. portfolio or literacy folder) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades 6-8 ESL Beginners (ELP 1 –Entering) Sample Assessment & Instructional Activities 

• Short Quizzes 

• Participation in TPR activities  

• One sentence summaries  

• Teacher observations 

• Group Work Updates  

• Idea Webs 

• Daily Do Now Review Questions 

• Brainstorming Contribution  

• Exit Questions  

   Respond to greetings/ farewells, participate in TPR activities 

 Identify the letters of the alphabet, identify the names of vowels and consonants 

 Fill out a form with your personal information (Name, address, phone number, etc.)  

 Listen to identify (and write) names of classroom objects 

 Listen to a dictated number and express it in numerical form 

 Listen and demonstrate comprehension of stories read aloud 

 Create a labeled poster of classroom objects 

 Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast people or things. 

 Compare and contrast two characters from a story or stories that you have read. 
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• Dialog/Reflective Journals 

• Erasable Board Messages  

• Individual Conferences  

• KWL charts 

 

 

 

 Create a chart that lists and describes week‟s weather 

 Draw a map from school to your home.  Identify and show community places. 

 Identify the correct tools needed for a classroom science experiment 

 Retell a story (beginning, middle end) after listening to  or reading a story 

 Brainstorm and retrieve prior knowledge related to rocks. 

 Collaborate with a partner to give an oral presentation describing photos  

 Create a chart that classifies food items and write sentences about a favorite meal. 

 Re-state math problems with visual support 

 Design a family tree and use it in an oral presentation about your family 

 Describe or draw various geometric shapes as directed 

 Ask and answer yes/no questions about a fantasy story. 

 Explain in the words the information relayed in a bar graph and/or pie chart.  

 Create a timeline showing several important events in a historical person‟s life. 

 Create word-maps and word-cards to study vocabulary. 

 Clarify comprehension of a text passage by using sequencing cards.  

 Identify and review the form and function of negative sentences, yes/no questions, and wh 

questions in present simple. 

 Review, identify sequence, classify information, word-webs and concept maps to identify and 

organize details. 
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Curriculum Overview: Grades 6-8 ELP Levels 2-3 

I.  II.  III.  
Here to Help 

 Define realistic fiction and analyze its 

components. 

 Identify cause and effect in a story. 

 Identify and define the features of a 

newspaper article. 

 Identify and define captions as a text 

feature. 

 Identify cause and effect in a 

newspaper article. 

 Identify and define the features of a 

magazine article. 

 Identify cause and effect in a 

magazine article. 

 Define and examine headings as a 

text feature. 

 

Make a Difference 
 Define and examine Civil Rights. 

 Define and identify components of 

biography. 

 Locate and identify Canada, Bosnia, 

and Nigeria on a map. 

 Analyze ways people help others. 

 Analyze and interpret data in a table 

and circle graph. 

 Identify components of a nonfiction 

article, a history article, and a 

personal narrative. 

 Identify and analyze how women 

obtained the right to vote in the 

United States. 

 

Our Living Planet 

Past and Present 
 Identify and examine historical information 

represented in timelines. 

 Create timelines to represent historical 

information. 

 Identify and analyze tools for studying 

history. 

 Identify and examine components of an 

online chat room. 

 Identify and examine important events in 

history. 

 Identify and examine components of an 

informational text. 

 Analyze the three branches of the US 

Government. 

 
Tell Me More 

 Identify and examine elements and parts of 

a story. 

 Identify types of stories using a mind map. 

 Identify and examine components of 

realistic fiction. 

 Identify and examine components of a 

myth. 

 Identify and examine components of a 

feature article. 

 

Personal Best 
 Examine and analyze factors that influence 

heart-rate. 

 Use a line-graph to display results of an 

experiment regarding heart-rates. 

 Identify and examine components of a 

newspaper article. 

This Land is Our Land 
 Identify and explore types of music played 

in various regions of the United States. 

 Identify and explore groups of people 

important to United States history. 

 Identify and examine components of a travel 

article. 

 Identify and examine components of a 

history article. 

 Identify and examine components of a 

biographical sketch. 

 

Harvest Time 
 Identify and explain the process of getting 

food from farms to people. 

 Identify and examine components of an 

informational text. 

 Identify and examine components of an 

informational text. 

 Identify and examine components of a 

report. 

 

Superstars 
 Identify and examine facts about the solar 

system. 

 Identify and examine components of a 

legend. 

 Identify the goal and outcome described in 

Fifth Moon‟s Story, and make a goal-and-

outcome map. 

 Complete a chart about the four seasons 

using key vocabulary. 

 Discuss the weather and activities for each 

of the four seasons using academic language 

frames. 
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 Identify and examine information 

about animals. 

 Identify and examine information 

about habitats. 

 Identify components of realistic 

fiction.  

 Define and identify components of a 

science article. 

 Identify and review components of 

science article, biography, history 

article, magazine article, newspaper 

article, and realistic fiction. 

 Analyze and interpret information in 

a line graph. 

 Identify components of a nonfiction 

science article. 

 Examine components of an 

ecosystem. 

 Identify components of a fact-and-

opinion article. 

 Identify and review components of 

science article, biography, history 

article, magazine article, newspaper 

article, and realistic fiction. 

 

 Identify and examine components of an 

article. 

 Identify and examine components of a 

written procedure. 

 Identify and review components of 

websites, chat-rooms, informational texts, 

stories, realistic fiction, myths, and articles. 

 

 

 Identify and examine components of a 

science article. 

 Identify features of a diamante poem. 

 Identify and review components of travel 

articles, history articles, science articles, 

biographical sketches, informational texts, 

reports, poems, and legends. 
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Grades 6-8 ELP Levels 2-3 

Vocabulary Usage Language Forms and Conventions Discourse Complexity 

At levels 2-3 proficiency, students will  

move from communicating with single words 

and set phrases, to using phrases and short 

sentences. As proficiency increases these 

simple sentences will expand to show emerging 

complexity and a greater use of detail.  

 

At levels 2-3, students will move beyond the 

use of high frequency vocabulary, to employ 

general language related to the content area. 

Vocabulary usage will display great specificity 

as proficiency increases.  

 

At levels 2-3 proficiency, students will move beyond 

the most common instructional words and patterns, 

to communication at the sentence level that employs:  

 

 Compound grammatical constructions 

 Repetitive phrasal and sentence patterns 

across content areas 

As proficiency increases, formulaic grammatical 

patterns will begin to show occasional variation.  

At the levels 2-3 proficiency, ELL‟s will move from 

use of short oral phrases to simple and expanded 

sentences. Oral responses should show emerging 

complexity used to add detail. This will be reflected 

in both oral and written communication.  

 

 

  

 

 

Grades 6-8 ESL Intermediate (ELP 2-3) 
Common Core State Standards Student Learning Objectives 

Language: 
Conventions of Standard English  (L.K-8.1-2) 

 

Use a variety adjectives to describe people and things. Use specific adjectives to 

accurately describe academic content.  

Write complete, well formed sentences 

Write compound sentences 

Use the conjunctions and, so 

Use pronoun referents 

Use the passive voice 

Use the comparative and superlative form 

Write about the future using will 

Form WH- questions 

Use the simple past form 

Use the present progressive + prepositions of location 

Use correct word order when placing adjectives in sentences. 

Use periods, commas, and exclamation points appropriately.  

Use apostrophes to show possession 

Correctly spell words adding –es, -ed endings. 

Correctly spell superlatives changing y to -i to add -er and –est 

Knowledge of Language (L.K-8.3) 

 

Use knowledge of Greek and Latin roots to comprehend new vocabulary 

Identify and use target affixes 
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Identify cognates as a comprehension strategy 

Identify and classify vocabulary as synonyms and antonyms  

Find meanings based on root words 

Use knowledge of word origins to comprehend unfamiliar vocabulary 

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: (L.K-8.4) 

Vocabulary acquisition and use  (L.K-8.5) 

Vocabulary acquisition and use (L.K-8.5) 

 

Apply acquired academic language in speaking and writing assignments.  

 

Retell and analyze the lessons presented in folktales.  

 

Use target academic language and structures in class discussions and presentations. 

Speaking and Listening:  
Comprehension and collaboration 

SL.K-8.1   

SL.K-8.2   

SL.K-8.3  

  

 

Process and respond to discourse from indirect sources (such audio CDs)  

List key phrases or sentences from discussions 

Visualize, draw, or construct geometric figures described orally 

Replicate scientific experiments using real-life materials based on oral directions 

Sequence steps in problem solving using technology or visual support (such as 

calculators) 

Give a narrative speech on a topic of personal interest. 

Restate or orally sketch current or past events supported visually 

Present an oral report 

Collaborate on a group presentation 

Give a partner step by step instructions in the context of a science experiment. 

Presentation of knowledge and ideas 
SL.K-8.4   

SL.K-8.5  

SL.K-8.6  

 

 

Orally describe the results of a science experiment using illustrative graphics. 

 

Share an oral summary of a current event using a visual aid.  

 

Recommend games, songs, books, films, poems, or computer programs and give 

reasons for selection 

 

Participate in a collaborative discussion of a shared text using target academic 

language that references craft and structure. 

Reading (Foundational Skills):  
Print concepts (RF.K-8.1) 

Phonological Awareness (RF.K-8.2) 

Phonics and Word Recognitions (RF.K-8.3) 

Fluency (RF.K-8.4) 

 

Read and demonstrate correct pronunciation of: short  a, o, I,  u, and e. 

long a, i sound: a-e, ai, ay, i-e, igh 

long o, long e, long u 

blends 

Digraphs sh, ph, th, wh, ng, ch, tch, wr, 

r-controlled vowels 

silent letters: wr, kn 

Diphthong: ou, ow, oy, oi 
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Schwa / / 

Reading Informational Text 
Key Ideas and Details 

RI.K-8.1  

RI.K-8.2  

RI.K-8.3  

 

Craft and structure 
RI.K-8.4  

RI.K-8.5  

RI.K-8.6  

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RI.K-8.7  

RI.K-8.8  

RI.K-8.9  

RI.K-8.10  

 

 

Read and comprehend a personal narrative 

 

Connect social studies content knowledge to enhance reading comprehension 

 

Skim an informational text to determine main ideas 

 

Identify and summarize the main idea of a text referring to evidence in the text for 

support.  

 

Distinguish fact from opinion 

Judge the validity of a source of information 

 

Collect, organize, and display data in charts, tables, or graphs 

 

Make inferences based on textual clues 

Use graphic organizers to compare/contrast information between texts 

 

Analyze a historical context 

Grades 6-8 ESL (ELP 2-3 –Intermediate) Sample Assessment & Instructional Activities 

• Short Quizzes 

• Participation in TPR activities  

• One sentence summaries  

• Teacher observations 

• Group Work Updates  

• Idea Webs 

• Daily Do Now Review Questions 

• Brainstorming Contribution  

• Exit Questions  

• Dialog/Reflective Journals 

• Erasable Board Messages  

• Individual Conferences  

• KWL charts 

 

 
 Write a journal entry.  

 Keep a reflection journal.  

 Make a comparison chart 

 Make a problem and solution chart 

 Retell a legend or myth 

 Make a poster comparing and contrasting gods or goddesses 

 Make and explain a scientific model or information graphic 

 Make a sequence of events chart related to historic events and scientific processes 

 Identify tools used for measurement 

 Write a biographical narrative 

 Make and describe a family tree 

 Research and write a report on an ancient civilization 

 Use the Internet for research and editing purposes 

 Identify and distinguish fact and opinion 

 Create a scientific model based on oral descriptions and/or reading research 

 Describe differences over time as displayed in info-graphic and charts 

 Create info-graphics and charts to compliment informative writing 
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Curriculum Overview: Grades 6-8 ELP Levels 4-5 

I.  II.  III.  
Finding Your Own Place 

 Analyze personal narrative 

 Analyze narrator‟s point of view. 

 Compare and contrast. 

 Analyze poetry. 

 Identify main idea. 

 Identify context clues. 

 Conduct an interview. 

 Use cultural expressions. 

 Research population change. 

 Analyze expository nonfiction. 

 Tell about traditions. 

 

Water for Life 
 Define and examine legend. 

 Analyze plot and compare tales 

across cultures. 

 Define and examine a social science 

article. 

 Conduct a survey. 

 Research water use. 

 Identify main idea and details.  

 

Natural Forces 

 Analyze cause and effect 

 Identify and examine information in a 

science article. 

 Research plate tectonics. 

 Examine information in a journal. 

 Identify fact and opinion.  

 Retell a personal narrative. 

 Compare media accounts. 

 Analyze historical fiction. 

Creepy Classics 
 Identify and examine character 

development and theme. 

 Describe people and places. 

 Understand the genre of fantasy and the use 

of visualization. 

 Write about a creepy situation. 

 Research a time period. 

 Examine rhythm and structure in poetry.  

 Examine a feature article. 

 Make comparisons. 

 Understand the genre of plays. 

 Compare literature. 

 Perform a play. 

 Describe an event or experience. 

 
The Drive to Discover 

 Identify sequence of events. 

 Conduct a career interview. 

 Identify and examine components a history 

article. 

 Explore the genre of folk tales. 

 Analyze theme. 

 Discover tools of the past. 

 Analyze main idea and details. 

 Research Egyptian art. 

 

Struggle for Freedom 
 Examine and analyze cause and effect. 

 Examine context clues. 

 Identify and examine components of a 

biography. 

 Research the Underground Railroad. 

Star Power 
 Compare myths. 

 Analyze mood and tone. 

 Use context clues. 

 Research Stories about stars. 

 Write about a character in space. 

 Analyze style and author‟s purpose. 

 Research, define, and explain energy. 

 Identify and examine components of a 

science article. 

 Write about an adventure. 

 Analyze persuasive techniques. 

 Analyze media. 

 Deliver a persuasive presentation. 

 

Art and Soul 
 Identify and examine components of news 

media. 

 Interpret metaphors. 

 Share information and recite songs. 

 Write about music. 

 Analyze author‟s purpose and tone. 

 Indentify and examine of a magazine article. 

 Analyze idioms. 

 Present a story. 

 Explore ancient Greek drama. 

 Write about your interests. 

 Compare characters. 

 Analyze plot events. 

 Analyze a short story. 

 Analyze similes. 

 Research Greek myths. 

 Retell a story. 
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 Analyze setting and character. 

 Write a how-to article. 

 Give and write advice. 

 Research earthquakes. 

 

 Write about freedom. 

 Write about a new home. 

 Analyze topic, and cause and effect. 

 Research freedom seekers. 

 Understand and analyze short stories. 

 Distinguish between fact and opinion.  

 Analyze a history feature. 

 Research constitutional rights. 

 Express opinions. 

 Write about human rights. 

 Write about myths. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Grades 6-8 Advanced ELP Levels 4-5 

Vocabulary Usage Language Forms and Conventions Discourse Complexity 

As ELLS move from proficiency level 3 

towards 5, they will begin using specific and 

some technical language related to content 

areas. As proficiency increases, Ells‟ 

speech/writing will employ a greater amount of 

technical vocabulary.  When students reach 

proficiency level 5, speech and writing will 

show a marked increase of facility with needed 

language and a increase in specificity.  

As ELLs move from proficiency level 3 towards 5, 

both written and oral speech will display a variety of 

sentence lengths and employ a variety of linguistic 

complexity.  Oral and written responses should show 

an emerging cohesion with language used to convey 

messages with detail and clarity. Level 5 proficiency 

is marked by the ELLs ability to show cohesion and 

organization in support of a main idea.  

As ELLs move from Level 3 proficiency towards 

Level 5, students may still make errors that reflect 

their first language but do not impede overall 

comprehensibility. By level 5 proficiency, the student 

is approaching comparability with English speaking 

peers in terms of comprehensibility and fluency.  

Errors may be similar to those made by English 

proficient peers.   
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Grades 6-8 ESL Advanced (ELP 4-5) 
Common Core State Standards Student Learning Objectives 

Language: 
Conventions of Standard English (grammar & mechanics) (L.K-8.1-2) 

 

 

Identify parts of speech; identify subject and object pronouns 

Nominative and objective cases 

Write using conventions of capitalization 

Write using commas 

Write regular and irregular past tense forms. 

Use real conditionals: sentences with –if clauses 

Writing about the future 

Use gerunds and infinitives 

Use prepositional phrases 

Use modals to give advice 

Use the passive voice 

Spelling initial w- and j- 

Changing y to i to add -er and –est 

Spelling kn- words 

Spelling words with cl, sl, st, ch, sh, th, wh 

Knowledge of Language (L.K-8.3) 

 

Speak using Standard English sounds, intonation, pitch and 

modulation. 

 

Build vocabulary through Greek and Latin roots. Target prefixes, 

suffixes, synonyms 

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: 

(comprehension strategies) (L.K-8.4) 

Vocabulary acquisition and use (figurative language) (L.K-8.5) 

Vocabulary acquisition and use (application) (L.K-8.5) 

 

Build vocabulary using target cognates and prefixes 

Use comparatives and superlatives 

Recognize and employ literary devices alliteration and flashback 

 

Use personal experience to make predictions and to understand a 

story.  

Speaking and Listening:  
Comprehension and collaboration 

SL.K-8.1  (collaborative conversation) 

SL.K-8.2  (Confirm understanding) 

SL.K-8.3 (Ask and Answer for clarification) 

  

 

Question, restate, solicit information and paraphrase in discussions.  

Provide feedback to speakers concerning the content, delivery, 

coherence and logic of a speech.   

Presentation of knowledge and ideas 

SL.K-8.4  (describe with details) 

SL.K-8.5 (add visuals) 

SL.K-8.6 (audibility and clarity) 

 

Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse 

cultures and determine the central message, lesson, or moral. 

Explain how key details in the text convey central message, lesson, 
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 or moral. 

 

Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems that 

demonstrate fluid reading at an understandable pace; add visual 

displays when appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts or 

details. 

 

 

Prepare and deliver presentations that use various visual aid and 

technological resources. 

Reading (Foundational Skills):  
Print concepts (RF.K-8.1) 

Phonological Awareness (RF.K-8.2) 

Phonics and Word Recognitions (RF.K-8.3) 

Fluency (RF.K-8.4) 

 

Read aloud Standard English sounds, intonation, pitch and 

modulation. 

 

Phonics Targets:  

Long and short a and e 

Long and short i 

Long and short o and u sounds 

r -controlled vowels ar, ir, er, ur 

Silent –e 

Adding –ed 

Digraph wh 

Schwa / / 

Voiced and unvoiced final s 

Writing 
Text types and purposes 

W.K-8.1 (opinion) 

W.K-8.2 (explanatory) 

W.K-8.3 (narrative) 

 

Production and Distribution 
W.K-8.4 (coherent) 

W.K-8.5 (edit) 

W.K-8.6 (technology) 

 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
W.K-8.7 (research) 

W.K-8.8 (summarize, paraphrase) 

W.K-8.9 (evidence & analysis) 

Write journal entries 

Write a personal narrative 

Write expository paragraphs 

Write process paragraphs 

Write a persuasive letter 

 

Collect information form various sources. Write expository 

compositions that include a thesis and some points of support. Use 

complex sentences in writing. Write appropriately to the purpose, 

audience and subject matter. Use rhetorical devices of quotations 

and facts.  Use correct capitalization. Make clear references between 

pronouns and antecedents. Edit for basic writing conventions (e.g., 

punctuation, capitalization, and spelling). Write in different genres.  

 

Develop note taking and summarizing skills. 

Write summaries of current event news articles.  Summarize 

editorials, citing evidence and using persuasive techniques to 
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solidify the position taken. 

 

Recognize and employ literary devices alliteration, flashback, 

personification and other encountered in literary texts. 

 

Research and write a biographical narrative 

 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, and revision) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades 6-8 ESL Advanced (ELP 5-6 –Intermediate) Sample Assessment & Instructional Activities 

• Short Quizzes 

• Participation in TPR activities  

• One sentence summaries  

• Teacher observations 

• Group Work Updates  

• Idea Webs 

• Daily Do Now Review Questions 

• Brainstorming Contribution  

• Exit Questions  

• Dialog/Reflective Journals 

• Erasable Board Messages  

• Individual Conferences  

• KWL charts 

 

 Create and audio recording of the reading of a short story or poem that demonstrates reading 

fluency 

 Describe photos of contrasting geographic regions 

 Listen for chronology 

 Sing a folk song that teaches about an historic event or period 

 Give a presentation on an indigenous people, an explorer 

 Write and present the dramatization of an historical event 

 Adopt the perspective of a historical person and write their journal 

 Create a web to compare / contrast Native American Tribes. 

 Use a variety of graphic organizers 

 Interview someone about a personal journey. Collaborate in a group presentation 

 Create an illustrated text explaining the food chain 

 Write and explanation of a step by step process 

 Write an expository essay on an animal and its place in the food chain 

 Write a flow chart to aid in retelling a story 

 Conduct an interview with a community volunteer.  Create a podcast or written interview. 

 Write a narrative essay about a successful or unsuccessful personal experience 

 Write and produce a public service announcement/video/podcast 

 Write a research paper related to the theme of our changing Earth 
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Curriculum Development Resources  

  

The Oxford Picture Dictionary for the Content Areas 

Inside National Geographic Level A, B, C 

 

Teacher Internet Resources: 
http://state.nj.us/education (NJ Department of Education) 

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/ (Bilingual Education) 

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/resources/newcomer.htm 

(Newcomer resources) http://www.wida.us (WIDA 

Consortium)  http://www.cal.org (Center for Applied 

Linguistics)  http://www.tesol.org Teachers of English to Speakers of 

Other Languages (TESOL) http://eslcafe.com/ Dave‟s ESL 

Café  http://www.brainpop.com and 

www.brainpopjr.com  http://www.studyisland.com 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uni.edu/becker/TESOL_ESL2.html (Links) 

http://www.csun.edu/~hcedu013/eslplans.html (ESL Lesson Plans and 

Resources) http://iteslj.org/ (Internet TESL Journal) 

http://www.pdictionary.com/?lang=&letter=d (Internet Picture 

Dictionary) http://www.englishclub.com/index.htm 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/esl/index.html#exercises 

http://www.manythings.org/ (Interesting Things for ESL Students) 

http://www.gigglepoetry.com/poetryfun/poetryfun.html 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Rhymes.html 

http://www.lovetolearnplace.com/Curriculum/Literary/Onomatopoeia.

html 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 




